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Re-Constructing a Literature Activity:
Reading the Manuscript of The Shiyu
of the Sixteen Scenes of Yushan

Tsao, Shu-Chuan”®

Abstract

Although the technology of block-printing was widely adopted in the late Ming
period, various manuscripts in parallel with block-printed ones were still in use
where both copies delivered distinct functions in the entire literary activities. Some
manuscripts have been preserved hundred years later. This article uses The Shiyu of
the Sixteen Scenes of Yushan preserved by the Qi’s family of Shanyin as an example
to investigate the information and meaning possibly carried by the manuscripts
regarded as a material remain.

The Shiyu of the Sixteen Scenes of Yushan, documenting 256 ci poems marked
with numerous circles, spot marks, commentaries, annotations, text revisions, and
ratings, is a collection at National Library of China in Beijing. This manuscript
made with different hand-writing styles, diverse ink colors, and conflicting opinions
silently demonstrated continuous conversations among literati groups at that time,
formed a response-inviting structure calling readers to fill the blank, and inferred
the dynamic development process of dozens of literati at that time altogether
participating in a literary activity.

The perspective of transtextuality by Gerard Genette (1930-2018) is applied
in this article as an approach to the exploration of the rich information hidden in
the texts and paratexts of The Shiyu of the Sixteen Scenes of Yushan. Besides, the

* Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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interactive-display-and-succession correlations between The Shiyu of the Sixteen
Scenes of Yushan and The Ci Poetry of the Sixteen Scenes of Yushan as well as Qi
Biao-jia’s diaries and letters over the years are also examined. Two problem contexts
are mainly addressed. First, the activities conducted by Qi and his literati friends,
involving styling sixteen scenes of Yushan and calling for along with selecting and
evaluating the related lyrics works are re-constructed and the text communication,
collaborative writing and name-borrowing publication among literati at that time are
illustrated. Second, the sixteen scenes of Yushan are put into the historical traditions
of spotlighting several landscapes by the author for tracing the connections between
the sixteen scenes of Yushan and the eight scenes of Xiaoxiang alongside the ten
scenes of West Lake. Qi clearly intended to cross the borders between private and
public landscapes and create representative scenes of his hometown. Due to lacking
of enough time to deeply cultivate the culture of literati community in Shanyin,
the hometown of Qi, the sixteen scenes of Yushan eventually did not become well-

known local culture landscapes, and this literature activity was dimly closed.

Keywords: manuscript, the sixteen scenes of Yushan, Qi Biao-Jia,
The eight scenes of Xiaoxiang, public landscape
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