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A Compartive Study on the Anomaly (Zaiyi)
Theories of Liu Xiang and Liu Xin

Huang, Chi-shu®

Abstract

As scholars of jingxue (classical studies) Liu Xiang and his son Liu
Xin displayed clear difference in their areas of specialty. However a close
look based on the Hanshu {(Book of Han) shows that they both explained the
anomalies (zaiyi) in Cungiu (Spring and Autumn Annals) by drawing upon
the Hongfan wuxing zhuan. In fact, each of them wrote a treatise called
Hongtan wuxing zhuan lun. This article explores the two Lius’ versions of
Hongtan wuxing zhuan lun and compares their theories of anomalies by
calling attention to the specific backgrounds in which the two treatises were
produced. It also examines the similarities and divergence between the two
treatises in terms of their systematic contents and the scholarly, political
attitudes they bore out.

Kceywords: Hongfan wuxing zhuan, zaiyi (anomalics).
Liu Xiang. Liu Xin, wuxing (five clements)

* Assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan
University.
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