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Development and Impact of Internet
Language

— using Taiwanese online community as an example

Hsu Fu -chang

Abstract

As the increasing popularity of the uses of the internet, there has
been a subculture phenomenon of language dissimilation among online
communities. Although there are a lot of creative changes, undeniably, a
new subculture language dissimilation is developing. This tendency,
compared with traditional language concepts, has the implication of
subversion and deconstruction of the old language everywhere.

The purpose of this article is to discuss the major changes in
internet language, such as: new words, diglossia, expression symbols, etc.
Among these changes, although creations of new words and modifications
of old words are common, some special phenomena have been appearing
as well. For example, computer built —in symbols and Mandarin

phonemic symbols have become the mainstream expressive and



290 2 K X B8 W

symphonious symbols. Numbers, dialects, foreign terms, and letter — words
have all become current in ‘net speak’. The wusages of incorrect
characters and idioms have even become popular. These phenomena
indicate that creation and subversion of language have been highly
valued in online communities, but tradition and authority have become
burdens to internet users. From these language phenomena, we can
understand the thinking models of people; we can also observe the
changes and impacts on language. Therefore this article brings out the
factors caused by ‘net speak’ changes, and its impact to the traditional
language. There are many factors that caused special ‘net speak’
phenomena, besides practical factors, the abandonment of traditional
concepts, the disappearance of authority, and the conversion of
mainstream values, have all lead to the change of language, and its
impact could devour traditional language rules and values systems. We
certainly cannot escape and forbid the changes of language just because
some negative effect from the online community. On the contrary, we
should try to make good use of it. Since internet technology is
an important source of youth socialization, and an important part of
education in humanities, we should let its positive effects work for

people.

Kcey words:internet/weh; language; words/phrases; text in Mandarin
phonctic symbols; letter-words, words with abbrevia-
tions. ¢.g. “BOT” stands for “Build Opcraic Transfer” ;
scemi-letier-words, words with compounds of letters and

other components, c¢.g. “2U7 stands for “To You”
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