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From Resumptive Pronoun to Apodosis
Marker: Grammaticalization of Si in Pre-Qin

Chinese

Wu Ke-yi™

Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to determine the mechanisms and
motivations for the grammaticalization of the Pre-Qin apodosis marker sijamj.
The construction in which sirp), the ancestor of sijam), occurred is also
identified to reason out the confusing nature of the multifunctionality of sijam),

a marker for both necessary and non-necessary apodosis in Pre-Qin Chinese.
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