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The Meaning-based Motivation and
the Academic Inclination of Mao Qi-ling’s

Investigation into Yi-tu

Lo Sheng-pao™

Abstract

Mao Qi-ling is a controversial scholar of the Ming-Qing transition period.
This paper aims to discuss the significance of Mao’s investigation of Yi-
tu(diagrams and figures used to explain Yi-Ching and its theory) throughout the
intellectual history. Modern scholars develop the theory that many Qing
Confucius scholars hold a meaning-based motivation for investigation of the
Song scholar’s interpretations on the five classics. Although this theory cannot
explain all academic phenomena of the Ming-Qing transition period, it can
explain Mao’s Textual Criticism to considerable extent.

Analyzing and observing Mao’s Yiology and biography, his criticism Xi
He Yiology, written in his old age, actually contains the intellectual beliefs he

held in his early and middle ages. The analysis suggests that Mao had been
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vacillated between Zhu Xi Confucianism and Yang Ming Confucianism, and
finally determined to criticize the Zhu Xi’s theory after the mystic ceremonies
he experienced by meeting the monk Gao Li. According to Mao’s annotation
to monk Gao Li, such a mystic ceremony with the Buddhist triggered Mao to
put the focus on Zhu Xi’s explanation of Yi-Ching. After that, when Mao had a
philosophical debate with Zhang Lie, the focus led him to the intellectual
inclination of textual criticism toward Yiology.

According to Mao’s theory, it’s apparent that he had accepted the Han
dynasty Yiology and proposed his new interpretations of Yi-tu. In the same
time, Mao had a great belief in the Five Elements of the Han dynasty and
deemed it to be imparted from Confucius. On the whole, Mao’s academic
inclination had already transformed to textual study and criticism while
debating the philosophy questions with Zhang Lie, and tended to adopt the Han
dynasty theories regarding to Yi-tu. This academic transition marked the

significance of Mao’s investigation of Yi-tu throughout the intellectual history.

Keywords: Mao Qi-ling, Yi-tu, Hu-wei, Shi Run-zhang, Zhang Lie
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