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To Restore and Transcend:

A study of the Origins of Trauma of The Book of Zhuling by
Li Yongping

Liew Wen-hui*

Abstract

Li Yongping’s “Moon River Trilogy” series constituted by Yu Xue Fei Fei,
The End of the River, and The Book of Zhuling. Three of the literary works by
Li Yongping consist stories about his motherland, Borneo. The Book of Zhuling
as the last episode of the series, how does it summarize Li’s concerns over his
writing? Based on the previous studies on The Book of Zhuling about Li bears
the sins consciously due to the historical debts, this paper tends to consider it
as the way to manifest his historical traumas and experiences. Since Li
expresses that colonialism and modernization are the main reasons which harm
the Borneo’s women and the land through his novel, thus, by using the concept
of the traumas’ origins, this study emphasizes how Li is going to wrap his novel
to reply his consciousness. Therefore, this paper explores how Li tries to change
the destiny of the Borneo’s women and the land through the narrative function

of the literature.

* Master student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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Besides, the character “Zhuling” plays the role as introjection object while
Li himself becomes the symbolic mother. Throughout the journey of growth,
“Zhuling” becomes the main speaker when she revisits the traumas’ origins of
Li. This gives the meaning of restoration, in which Li escapes from the sins
successfully and finally be into a mourning status. Last but not least, The Book
of Zhuling can be considered as a work that Li breakthroughs the limitation of
his previous literary works, no matter in the narrative style or his spiritual level,

and return to the one’s true self.

Keywords: Li Yongping, The book of Zhuling, the origins of trauma, to restore,

to transcend
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