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On Bai Ju-Yi’s Scenery Experience in the

Practicing the Way Garden

Lin Tzu-yeh™

Abstract

This article investigates Bai Ju-Yi’s (772-846) scenery experience with his space
design of the Practicing the Way Garden and the tour activities held there. Based on
archaeological surveys and the lane wall system in the Tang dynasty, it first points out
that Bai has built a sense of secrecy in this garden by planting bamboos around its pool.
The three islands in the pool and the pavilion on the bridge have separated or connected
its space, strengthened its extension and penetration, and transformed the Practicing
the Way Garden into a deep and remote place. This finding supplements the “universe
in the pot” concept in the academic circles by demonstrating the physical space
planning for achieving its layout. Second, it explores Bai’s bodily experience in his
tour of this garden and indicates that during this leisurely tour, out of cherishing his
life of old age, he has devoted more care and love to its scenery than in all his scenic
spot travels before. His experience of listening to the sounds of springs flowing on the

rocks has recurred his memory of the Rich Spring River’s scenery to him in the
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Practicing the Way Garden through listening and imagination activities. Furthermore,
with his imagination and with his body drunkenly lying and traveling with a boat, he
has blended in the Practicing the Way Garden the threefold worlds of the pool, the
scenery of the south of the Long River, and the integration of all beings. Among all
the gardens Bai has visited, the pool, the springs, and the stones of Practicing the Way
Garden have endowed him with the most layers of location shift in imagination.
Likewise, his love for its desolate scenery in autumn and winter has never been seen
in his other garden living experiences. The particularity and richness of the above
scenery experience can prove that Practicing the Way Garden has actually been Bai’s
place of belonging in his late years. It has allowed him to travel and live as well as

wander in imagination with his “leisurely”” mind and body.

Keywords: Bai Ju-Yi, Practicing the Way Garden, scenery experience, body
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