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The Narrative Levels of the Dream of the

Red Chamber:

And the Application of Western Narrative Theory in Ancient
Novels

Chien Chia-tung”™

Abstract

“Narrative levels” is one of the basic theories of western narratology.
However, the research that using western narrative to analysis Chinese ancient
novels are usually different from each other, it is because of three flaws: First,
scholarships usually use “narrative levels” in their paper, but have no consensus
on its definition. Second, scholarships have no consensus on “narrative
metalepsis”. Third, using different version of the Dream of the Red Chamber,
and have different definition of the main part of the text. This study intend to
comparison chapter one of Jia Xu Ben ( FHEAS) |, Jia Chen Ben (HHEA)
Geng Chen Ben ( BEfA ) , which has the most problem in the Dream of the
Red Chamber, and revisit the definition of narrative levels and narrative

metalepsis, to find no matter we use which version of the Dream of the Red
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Chamber, they all has three narrative levels. Also, try to figure out whether the
Dream of the Red Chamber has metalepses or not, and make reminders of using
narrative theory: First, different narrative levels should take different narrator
as the benchmark. Second, the main part of the text should be clearly defined
before the research. Third, One character may not only be in one narrative level,
and may not only act as one narrative role. Fourth, we should take the same
narrative role instead of the same character as the standard to determine whether
narrative metalepsis appear. At last, try to give a reason explanation of the
intuitive insight that “the narrative structure and the narrative metalepsis of the
Dream of the Red Chamber is very complicated”, anlysis how the narrative
structure and skills of the text influence the readers, and reflect the blind spots

on our reading experience and preconceived ideas.

Keywords: The Dream of the Red Chamber, narrative theory, narrative levels,

metalepses, narrative metalepsis
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