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Luo Jin Xi’s Thought About “the heart of a

child” and *“xiaotici”’

Pan Hong-zhi*

Abstract

The two concepts of “xiaotici”(Z£552%) and “the heart of a child"(FRT-2.()) are
very important in Luo Jin Xi’s(4E#T7%) thought. Through this paper, we can find that
the "the heart of a child" (7R 7.(») is the original state of the human heart. This state
is similar to “tian”(ZX), but not “tian”(K) itself . Therefore, “the heart of a child”(7~
~F-7.(») is not the basis of moral. This basis comes from “tian”(°X), not from people.
"The heart of a child"(7~ - .,(») contains the natural feelings of “xiaotici"(Z£552&).
This kind of natural feelings is given to human beings by “tian”(:X.), and it is the basis
for a person to be a saint.

In addition, Luo Jin Xi(2E%7)%) raised the status of “ci”(2%). He believes that
“xiaoti”(Z£50) are produced by “ci.”(Z%) The purpose is to emphasize that “ci”(%%) is

like the driving force, which was used to generate the world by “tiandao”(K7H).

Keywords: Luo Jin Xi, the heart of a child, xiaotici, Tian di zhi xin, Tianxin
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