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The Source and Functions of Sentence-final

Particles YE(#B) and YU(EH) in Archaic

Chinese:

Supplementary Proof and a New Investigation
Chou Shih-ping”

Abstract

On the basis of Graham’s (1957:105-123) viewpoint, this paper further provides
three evidences that the sentence-final particle YE(%5)/YU(E5) is a phonetic fusion of
YE HU (#7.3%). There was firstly the phonetic evidence, secondly, the close
corresponding functions of YE/YU and YE HU, and thirdly, the distribution of
YE/YU, YE HU, and the redundant forms YE YE(t.4[%)/YE YU(#2E2) in handed
down documents. This paper also includes a detailed description on the functional

combinations of YEHU across four different contexts.

Keywords: Sentence-final particles, YE/YU, phonetic fusion, functional

combinations

“M.A., Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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ABZ > Graham M5 TS B FIRERASE T T A0 TP, HTHRERY
TR G > FEEINE —BERZHER] - BT — S Rm R R * B
St EE A E R PR Z B E AT - 2 toh > Himsg T8, A0 TP Z R
HRIVEE LA B X BUAMEE R LIyRE P RaTZER - 5
PUFs - AEP A0 2 1% - FESEEFR AT AN AR 2 T - S RE¥ Graham [y

1 A. C. Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles YU ¥ and YEE f7,” Bulletin of
the School of Oriental and African Studies, 19.1 (1957 ) : p.123.
2 BREEATE, > AstiRe) Graham ft— TiRAVERE A = ¢ FAS ¢ ( LdeEREE TEL
() 258 ) (pobsehe RS sE S HITATEET]) 29 AN (1957 £ 11 ) H
287-310 ; R © (BREDES AR T B EEoRENE TEL ) (B0 W9 —SRamameg
TR —EEZ s ) (RO SR R S EE S ST TR T 29 AT (1957 4F 11
H)» H 311-314 ; B - ( BiEREREM Ao ) (2t ZEREBPESCEIE AT
BE 5w 1996 4F ) -
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JHL ) RRTRENE  HIEEER LB ERE TR AT 7 T
" & HEAVFLIE (conventionalized ) TAEH#E - BRET —F W[5y T - DAIE
(][] FEEBEER ~ i 2 aE A B2 5E NEE TR K et —OFERaT T % TR
B~ TS~ T8 SRR AT SORR P Y S AR DA AR - DAEERAAST

LA
Al °

— ~ B AW

COLENE RV NI T

BEZHER T T T ERREINTTE R RRER T
— o JEEE "t A0 TR H ) B ER SR B AR SR
BNERRI AR ~ JMVEDAEEE - BN —E o2& TR IS E
a0 (ELRRHYEE —ER oy Al A T LUE— - BHIRETT > LUNS

%% > Graham® ~ BESSEY ~ B #GEIERE 8B I T, 2Ry
Rl > Hort Graham f2HCIReEAFRIE L rl(iesanyiet - FBCEAHEIHS R
GIRAIE Ryo55E - ©

Graham Z 3 FZETamAYE T8, M T ZFERVRA (R - T E W (E G R
BRI » AR E NESOER —EEG— st R T Bl B - B T B

3 Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles YU B and YEE t7,” pp.105-123.

C B GEFERATSE) (Zdb 1 ZIEATE RSB S ATE LaR S - 1982 4F) -
B (EEEREREM ST - H 39-40 ¢

° IR -
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FEPEA A T s o R T SEIRE T B o 7 Graham E/REEH
FELGFT IR E LT - RE N RELIGER RS » st ) DISE R sE R
NEFERET S FE - R R BB A TRV 50k « 281 Graham [ERF 5 & Hk
TIRIREE ) T E R E ARG - WS THIAE "B, IR T EZ L T
KER sz TH R T 2R TREEAESEAERA o T B, FIRERE T
HISERTE -

Ry Thge TEL M T 2 RIRVRA(G - Graham £RENAY AR T ARER AR
RIHY4]F (sentence) EF-4] (clause) » Jeifisy Ty fEiEte R anfal i -
INEFEZE TEl, Bt AHEDAIERR - FERMITES - 2R DAIRE R
G E e A IR B R L AT RERS Ry (R T S AR A - LR
1T B DR R A AR E R - °

245 Graham Firiglaiy CREMRIZES 20T « 1

1. Ao p * (5825 (as copula within sentence )
2. % TE8E > Bk o 3 o few m el 3 (as copula linking the sentence to
preceding sentence )

3. A ¢ (indouble questions)

" Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles YU B2 and YEE t,” pp. 105-123.

8 EHHEJH R “The method of present essay will be to examine seven types of clause
or sentence, first establishing how yee is used, and then considering whether yu is used
similarly.” 5, Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles YU Ei1 and YEE {17,”
p.106 -

% JHXC ks “The functions of yee are, however, so varied and so imperfectly understood that
a comparison presents considerable difficulties.” 5, Graham, “The Relation Between the
Final Particles YU B and YEE H7,” p.106 -

0 DUN S IHEP SO B A= EEE - SECAE Graham 1R - AR © ( sk
KEhEE TEL , (BR) %Y ) 0 H 299-301 ; Graham, “The Relation Between the Final
Particles YU Ei and YEE {17,” pp. 105-123 -

e 7.



40 OB B OB o BN A UH

4. t51# e+ @15 (after an introductory clause )

5. % v fo T & & (after ¥ keeand %_tzwu)

6. &l i K F ¥ +2 + 639 53 1 (& (after the ‘inverted object-2_ jy-verb’
clause)

7. & Tig 42 +83 ) 3+ 918 (after the ‘subject-2. jy-verb’ clause )

Graham ——f@R T ", ATPAEERAEE A5~ - 10 T8, AURREREL T4, K
BAHE - Histaii a0 B PR AR YRR (40 " 52 ) By - Hamsgil
THaEH - HaERlr T T B EMRRRE AR I S AT TR B T P RE R A ST
TRIFERIRER R

R _E5[ Graham BYETER > (RARAVERE ZFoRGRE (BUER ~ BECE) > M
FABGE X SIMERME TR © AL T B fRRIRY AT o BEETENA
Tt R TEIE SRR T T FTHR 8 2 REERRN - AR
it o T R TR B AR IR 2 A Y > AT — PRI RREALE -
EMZETE R 2 ¥t - Graham fE32 S0 > RS HAVERERE 4T
S Ry TR &E - EMPEEHERTE ARG HRHIBRE R ESR T AT
S T 2RSS B L EECERIER T8, B TR
TSP EAEESET 28 T SRS E L AR Ry DAL

DULERUES - BT R ABCENE RREGRE - &2 Bk T
JHL T BREENE S B T B T 0B BYAOERLE T
AT /8L, R TP HYEEES (variant) » 2110 AIHERISEAMRB L
ZEHREE TA B R TP ZEHFEAERERAVEIL ;. HEOUER T

WOEBGEE ¢ RAERERER YT ) - H 39-40 -

2 SHHE > [H R ¢ “The simplest explanation of the relation between yu and yee is that
yu is a phonetic fusion of yee hu.” & Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles
YU B and YEE 12,7 p.123 -
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ARG Dm0 B T TP FEIRIRBAE - MERZ(ETHRERIE R LA
el = & P EAN (AT 0% B SRR (TR AV A - B DU RS o

a4l Graham BTl - MGARNGERES "t~ "B fEDIRE ERURE(R > $HY
REAAYERIIMER TT L, fEEER A AR Ty fE B Al A AR EIRIZhRE - B
KOSCRUAE SRR AR R TT38,78dy FIRERAE G T Ty F1 Ty ZEHY
ThRE 5o 1 ARIMIE M FRERIH R T %8 A BAY R &5k » Graham )2 AR T 7
1 TF ) BERMEEE - AEMfaEsR "8, WRER T TR DRy
e ? 2/ ORREELAWARCME S E PG EE AR - FEEAE > A
R T el E T MEERIP R BESUAERIEOREMZEE T EA BT AE
) AVIIZRAG - JRED - AR T B AR - B T B ER S
W {EEm T IR A iE HigER] - SRR ENEER R "8 R THHE ) %
THIEE ) THEEMVETEATYE - M b EEAEARY Graham J2H (EFRELD)
RE Lamag "t TEL TSP ZEEIRA o PRIBEASIHE T TS TR B
AVFRZTHRE V) ABRGT I —3%7E - 7S AEM 7T Graham —SZHYAJE » A HE iR
EHPIE -

PR MERES] "t 0 TR fEREE EAIRHE - MER A T
O T A EERRSEE B ALARAT ~ BRRKERADAHIE - ITRERISERRE R M ARy - ©° 1t
Hh > FEANE—SERAVRILE > RESERC Tt HHERAY ) TR A T DA

13 Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles YU £ and YEE ,” p.106.
YRR GETFEEEAMR) 95 R  (eREEERGTEE () (HEEEE ) 1989
FELHER > H 78 BEE (i EREREANE) (b - LR ERE T RRL > 2003
) 5215 B : ( EisEReE T8 T WrEE— DU OB S T avEm AL )
(AR H) 328 (201046 H) > H 89 -
1 Fite R - GH-FEBANTSE) - H 383-384 -
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(2) P g xeE?
(3) mmp=x gjx?
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JEHRES KRB AL - 2018 ) -
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17" Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles YU B and YEE t7,” pp.105-123.

8 BB GHTFEEANTSE) » H 383-384 ¢
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24 Graham, “The Relation Between the Final Particles YU Ei and YEE 7,” p. 123.
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