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Shaping Sacredness:

Images and Literature in Pu Xinyu’s Guan Yu Figure
Paintings

Lu Hsing-yu”

Abstract

Pu Xinyu (1896-1963), has been hailed as the master for perfect poetry,
calligraphy and painting. There had been abundant papers discussing Pu and his
works over the years, but few discussed his Praising Paintings. Unlike other literary
forms which can be applicable to all subjects, the writings on Praising Painting were
mostly described as elegant, concise, and on point, focusing on appraising characters
on paintings. Therefore, a close connection forms between the characters in the
painting and the writings. Praising Painting shapes various types of characters
successfully by combining images, literature and calligraphy together, creating
harmonious relations within them. This dissertation discusses two “Guan Yu Figure”
paintings by Pu, and the texts written on these paintings. Although both depicted the
same character, Mr. Pu shaped different images of Guan Yu by using different
techniques and placing distinct meanings behind each painting. The texts on the two
paintings reflected the way Pu interpreted the historical background and the

personality of Guan Yu, as well as his own opinions on this historical figure. The

“M.A. student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng-Chi University.
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relation amongst painting, literature, and calligraphy are examined together in this

dissertation, exploring how Pu’s family and his past learning experiences influenced

his religious views and ethical values.

Keywords: Pu Xinyu, Guan Yu, Praising, Painting, Confucianism
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