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Arrangement and Performance Strategies
of “The Lyric for Lo River Goddess” by

Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble:

Session Organization, Literary Allusion and Music Design
Shih Cheng-xing”

Abstract

Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble, renowned for its Nanguan music, was
founded in 1983 by Chen Mei-o. Chen’s works also drew inspiration from traditional
Liyuan Opera, and the ensemble established a dance group, Liyuan Wufang, in 1996.
The first performance by the group was “Yan Ge Xing”(85X{T), and they gradually
built up a new nanguan and liyuan performance aesthetic with their stage works. In
2006, Han-Tang Yuefu collaborated with French director Lukas Hemleb to create the
breakthrough musical, “The Lyric for Lo River Goddess.” It was adapted from “Ode
to the Nymph of the Luo River” (%fi#) by Cao Zhi, and pictorial artworks based
on the rhapsody. The show incorporated nanguan music, liyuan dance choreography,
and modern theatre techniques to deliver an exciting visual and audio experience to

the audience, including martial arts, drums, and fencing. It re-presented the delicate

“ M.A. student, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University.
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emotions reflected in Cao Zhi’s original work, which tells a heart-wrenching Chinese
legend. This paper aims to discuss a new possibility of viewing “The Lyric for Lo
River Goddess” from three aspects: how the sessions were arranged, how the original

work was adapted and transformed into a stage musical, and how the music was

designed.

Keywords: Han-Tang Yuefu Music Ensemble, Chen Mei-o, “The Lyric for Lo

River Goddess”’, nanguan music, liyuan dance opera
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