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Exploring the Tradition of Zang Family in

Lu State Based on Zuo Zhuan

Hung Yi-ping’

Abstract

China has a long history of traditional culture. Since ancient times, traditional
Chinese culture has been passed down from generations to generations through the
inheritance of family tradition and family precepts. Presenting the uniqueness of every
family, family tradition was subtly demonstrated in family percepts and daily behavior
of each family member, developing into a national culture. While the academia has
reached recent consensus in the idea that Chinese family precepts originated in Pre-
Qin Period, few research has been done on the family tradition of Pre-Qin compared
with other periods. Since Zuo Zhuan has long been regarded as a work of profound
historic value, this article takes Zuo Zhuan as a reference to discuss the family tradition
of Lu State in the Spring and Autumn Period, in which the flourished ritual and music
represent the civilization of Pre-Qin.

This study examines the historical facts of the ministers of Lu State and focuses
on the Zang Family. Based on the words and deeds of the family member, this study

identifies two distinguished features of the Zang Family tradition: (1) well educated
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and courteous, and (2) stating outright. Both features serves as the characteristics of
Zang Family tradition that has been passed on through generations. This paper aims to

develop a new sphere for the study of Pre-Qin family precepts in the future.

Keywords: Family custom, Family, Zuo Zhuan, Zang Family in Lu State, Pre-Qin
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