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The metrics and linguistic features of Meng
Jiao’s Five-Character poems
Chen Shih-chen”

Abstract

The article focuses on the relationship between metrics and linguistic features in
the hardship-chanting style of Meng Jiao’s “wugu” ( H X0 A & &7 ) . It combines the
analysis of the sentence patterns, rhythm point, and idiomatic expressions of Meng’s
poetry, which were often overlooked by researchers, with the poetic imagery and
thematic implications in his poetry, to offer an interpretation of the meanings implied
in Meng’s hardship-chanting poetry. To begin with, this paper examines the
appearance of the Confucian ethos of “returning to old ways” in Meng Jiao’s poems
by discussing the sentence structures and characters from Han and Wei dynasty poetry
seen in Meng’s works, as well as his expressed reverence for benevolence and
righteousness. The second section discusses Meng’s “innovation,’” explaining how his
poetry style simultaneously encompassed classical and novel features. It also examines
the process by which a uniquely refreshing and sparse style gradually replaced the
classical structure of Meng’s poetry, ultimately leading him to hardship-chanting.
Thirdly, in the section of “poetic tension,” I compare Meng’s phrases and couplets in

order to provide a new angle of analyzing the hardship-chanting style. Finally, this

* MA student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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paper elucidates Meng’s “against the grain” poetic orientation. By employing
linguistic contrasts and rhetorical questions, Meng Jiao displayed a capacity for strange

and surreal imaginings while writing about painful and abnormal physical sensations.

Keywords: Meng Jiao’s Five-Character poems, Hardship-chanting, Metrics,

Sentence pattern, Poetic tension, Refreshing and miserable
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