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Become Again A Chinaman:

On Ku Hung Ming’s Bilingual Writing and National

Imagination
Lin Wen-hsin®

Abstract

The study focuses on the English translations and writings of Ku Hung-Ming
(1857-1928), an overseas Chinese who was born and raised in British Malaya, and had
never been to China until 1885. Ku started his education in England when he was
thirteen, and obtained a master’s degree in Western literature. However, according to
his perspective, he was a Chinese “by learning.” With his identity of Chinese culture
and literature, Ku translated the Chinese classics, The Doctrine of the Mean (Chung
Yung) and Analects of Confucius (Lun Yu) into English. In these texts, he borrowed
from Western culture to interpret traditional Chinese philosophy. For example, he
quoted the sentences of Bible to explain the thoughts of Confucius, and called the first
student of Confucius “Saint Peter.” Also, Ku was widely criticized for supporting
autocratic monarchy and polygamy publicly. Considering the distinctive diasporic
background of Ku, this study regards his English translations and writings as
productions of cultural transformation, and analyzes the translingual factors in his

works.

* MA student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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The translingual practices in Ku’s works reflects the complexity of the late Qing
history. It was a time when most Chinese intellectuals were eager to learn Western
culture and abandon Chinese tradition, while Ku used the “new” languages to promote
the “old” fashion. All of his works were written in English, revealing the fact that Ku
was not only communicating with the Chinese, but also with the Western readers. By
defending Chinese tradition, he identified himself as a “traditional Chinese.” This
study regards Ku’s English works as examples of Chinese diasporic texts, and points
out the dilemma of national identity and language faced by Ku, to observe the

struggling of an individual between the old and new era.

Keywords: Ku Hung-Ming, translation literature, translingual practice,

national imagination
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30 SE . ERRSY BT ES  Papers From A Viceroy’s Yamen ( Shanghai: Mercury, LTD. 1901 ),

p.97.
31 Maugham, W. Somerset, “The Philosopher,” pp.137-148.

.16 -



TR 5 AR R R AR G 231

(1) (opr) 3FF (95 )0

hod A ato G R A H ZAAR A A el B %o i
PR A RS ARGER DL S FELAPIuER AP §RF L
oo AP ORLL B A T FMAL BRI e RER > LT
LRACA P B AR AF R 2 LF L ERA P o FART & -
&’?32

() (FMsmf) ¢ (B!

Fgs R g hppa? REHY > B RERAHE B
BFEsih- o ERM A BmA TR Y RMahF > g
Sl Fger 2 il 2 B ek o e RS KT G - g L
AEMAEY R 23 AW BT UG E SR SS > - 782

CESEP RN

78 SRR SRR R NI NE - sty B SRS E BRI E R—(E T
& BOES —CREEE - At RETESEESEEHAE (L&
RTENS > B BRI R ZRES IS  RESR A AR HAR 7Y
TIABIRGE - TEEEERE R T BONA - YCEFEHE T R
G—HERA - POEREE - BRI SIS EE R ER G — R BISE
BECHR A ) TEEE (HEAE )RR LA IAEEAE o ) 3 SEFRTRR > BIRTETT
SABHIPGE R R SRR — TR TRE > (EEIHEEE 5 By B SR E 2 E I B P

2 o) FHE - BB SEUEEE (W - EEATS ) NSNS ERE  (F
IEPASCEE ¢ ) H 487-490 -

¥ (0 EERREE > EEVESE  (ERMRE B N ERUESESE | (R
E - R H 269-270 ¢

¥ ) R - RSB SEUEEE (W - BERTE ) WNEEEERE (2
VESASCEE - ) H 487 ¢

e 17



232 OB X8 W o5 B A

] - RS S > SRR (4 SUBAVIERRECRTTE B HAR A DURAYEE
HOET & SEANE SRS TR ) AVIRGREIIREE - o i T A ) 2R
BAVERD LR > DA O EFER ST ISR R HTRE TIPSR - MIFESEIE34
MZEGI - B HEEEER - PR & BV EEAR AR $EE IS RATT
ORGERBUEEEG S 2 B 2 SRR R eSS0 S LIRIRF S8 40T -
HATZ 8P G E0E - AR R Bl T EaaysR I Es -

PRI » Fea8 RS2t (B ZE e st | IR | TR e IR IRIRIAERS © 18
g FLAE CCREFIENIE) —&F > Ewlst =AM » 59585257 W HA &
DHIGIBEES EHETR T HELE o RAMITERR R T RN e
ARRET 5 R EHAIRAS - MifIEES T GAIE TOE ) 6 BUERDEERE
FeE 5 2OVRE - SSRABIS A ERBERIE - | ¥ RESE LN T HELE
HUfEal ER 2 TAHE MGG P OCIRRE - ZAMAER - FEILE(E
1> RpEen FURFESE (20 EALR9E5RE S (B /NGRS Eﬂlnhunlanguage)°
%IENEZ%U%VﬁﬁQQEEEE o8 SEEAE S HLRE S e i SCERZE Y

> T SRIESEAE & B Z AP &S I EIIE - 'FEZ MMEWF R RiEas L i
OG> AR R AF SRR EE > BER T tHRE
{EHES) > IEAIERF ST I — B m A HEsY - B H R A HEON /7507 0

 EEEINHE SIS FE R ORI > SRR I — B 2 KB -

() =it bipigg &3 (GRE) (7 /) sty

BB AR PR hRrEE S it HERRISUENS
TUAE I H SR BB R R - AE PR B e I8 A B ERRE] - [F5 -

® OR) RESHLE - BB « (CCRI LR 0 H 295 -
% [EpTEE - H 296 ©

«18 -



TR 5 AR R R AR G 233

TEHZEEE T FamBRnE - 185 SUE DAISCETTRIS - EE R LRERRE
A REIE LS B BN EE S VST » AR R R — 2 S IHEEPIFE - #EE
HHER BSOS FE%  SEIEE S — U st TR R A B S A T RN EE o Y 1898
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FEE YRR bR TR BUSATS © $ES TRETITER LS BRIt 5
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[ERF %5 [BERF (Psalm) ~ B24E (Bible ) SFaGH » 28 @ fEabfs i R S0k
B A LA A S

AEERSCFHVEIE - SEIRSEH S Tt AEsR (R RS S B (cultural
equivalence ) » W (FF4K) FEE(E T R34 HAEEEE =& | (The book of Ballads Songs
and Psalms ) » 3lf H A FEASREIRETRE 1 T A0SR Ry T e alIE S o - s Hh Ay
BT T HAE y iHTZ— P SR S - BN EEUERSEN TR
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30 SERSRANS [R5 - SRS . 2277 W H The Discourses and Sayings of Confucius: A

New Special Translation, Illustrated with Quotations from Goethe and Other Writers.
( Shanghai: Kelly and Walsh, 1898 ) , p.3. /X H A ERYER FHEE LR Rl G2 EH 5 -

O FlaaTeRTEEE 0 2BH X 0 ‘Now called the Canon of Poetry, one of the so-called five
Classics, in the Bible of China.” W% « SIE#% @ 2274 X HF The Discourses and Sayings of
Confucius, p7.

A B EIerTEtsE 0 2EH ¢ “The St. John of the Confucian gospel, --a pure, heroic,
ideal character, the disciple whom the Master loved. As the name of this disciple occurs very
frequently thoughout the book, we here depart from our rule of eliminating all Chinese
proper names, and shall hereafrer always introduce him by name.” %5 + ZJE§ @ AF
FE%Z The Discourses and Sayings of Confucius, p9.
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]

2 BIEFerrEaE 0 EH Y 0 “We have tried to make Confucius and his disciples speak
in the same way as an educated Englishman would speak had he to express the same thoughts
which the Chinese worthies had to express. In order further to take away as much as possible
the sense of strangeness and peculiarity for the English readers, we have, whenever it is
possible to do so, eliminated all Chinese proper names. Lastly, with the hope of bringing
home, so to speak, the significance of the thought in the text, we have added as notes
quotations from well known European authors, which, by calling up the train of thought
already familiar, may perhaps appeal to readers acquainted with those authors.” ;% « 5
B8+ B fEZ2 The Discourses and Sayings of Confucius, p viii. X » NeBELR=E

(SRS - T) o BEFEREITA OGES (H 345-347) » IMERERETTH » 3K
RRHAREZR  BIE2E ZIRENEL
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AR R Y - AT (g E () PIEAR L iR S
s iR LR 2ERTRALE P ENHERN G hE
(matter ) > :B& £ B~ ARk k&3R4 (manner) - F| & fjh:; Wordsworth
I HFErhp A Er T RE] AR LR Ra T 2R g
AT o | AMER AT NiFLa g Ay L E iFs Y
Y gYf2 L bR A FREFRp ETR PO E 8 E

TR TP 2P PREL R > ERAFE D

F_L

TRBEFT LA B 220t e 0L (Gmat ) BAOLs (HhJRr) AU - (08 (Gmal)
il o S EH AR R E N T R AW 2 —A) - ZRIf A
(HRE) 2B BER T e EERR ) CERBBEIERNATE - WH  F5Hm
matter Ei manner ffE%5% ’gﬁmﬁéﬁ%ﬁ\%@ﬂm HELY A Y72 HPfaH manner
HAIPE - BTt AR F SRR S RS B RS R © 2RI » Sl LASE S ——
TERRAGPERAIEL— R FEERE P S EARIE ? 7% () B
(Gmet) HhREEZE /G IB2R2 5 0 558 (T F) IERAFGHET I
Bl > S 2R 51 () ORE TESCHRRYIZ K (original manner ) © 24
5 FL R RS RS BN SRR - HI e S B SE IR A2 BR AR A P U7 £ B DAFE 4K

® SRS SR SR (SRS ) H 509) 183 25550 “But
I have not been able to bring my translation of the other book into a shape to satisfy the
standard at which I aim. My object, after I have thoroughly mastered the meaning, is not
only to reproduce the matter, but also the manner of the original. For, as Wordsworth says
of all literature of really intrinsic value: “To be sure, it is the manner, but the matter always
comes out of the manner.” But to be able to comes out of the manner—what in literature is
called the style—of the great and wise men of the past, one must try to put oneself
attained—a thing one finds not easy, living in this modern world of the “civilization of
progress TORE « ZIERY ¢ The Conduct of Life or The Universal Order of Confucius, p9.

46 3£ ZUESY © HF W F 22 The Discourses and Sayings of Confucius, p15.
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sk BT AL - 2810 H RTER S B SLIG SR AR RIbT e T - @RE 2 E R R RSN
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1926 6 H 12 H » H 27-28 -

51 JEJF%E (Wen Yuan-Ning ), “KuHung-Ming,” T’ien Hsia Monthly [shanghai] April 1937,
pp.386-390.
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assertions of the foreign press as to the alleged reactionary policy of H.I.M. the Empress
Dowager, and as to her baneful influence on the cause of good government in China, it will
be the easiest thing in the world to prove the contrary.” ( Paper From a Viceroy’s Yamen,
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0 B RIRATEEE 0 2 [H W ¢ “It seems to me that instead of complaining, all of us,
foreigners, militarists, politicians and especially we returned students, who are now still
having such a good time here in China, should give thanks to God every day in our lives for
the fact that 90 percent of the four hundred million people in China are still illiterate.” &,
JE ¢ E2UE8Y, “Against the Chinese Literary Revolution,”  Millard’s Review[Shanghai] 16
August 1919.

B ERerEtsE » 2% H 0 “Forone thing, if the 90 per cent of the four hundred million
people were not only to become literate, but also to understand vulgate(!) English, we poor
returned students would then have to take a very back seat; we would then not be able to say,
like the French King, as we now do in our friendship bureau, meetings, and conferences and
in our telegrams to Paris, “L’etat cest moi—we are China.” FjE + ZJ54%, “Against the
Chinese Literary Revolution,” Millard’s Review[Shanghai] 16 August 1919.
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