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Zhang Tai-yan’s Understanding and

Criterions of Yangmingism

—A Study Based on the Zhang Tai-yan’s Life History
Zhang Zong-bin®

Abstract

Reviewing Zhang Tai-yen’s attitude toward Yangmingism, a philosophical school
of Neo-Confucianism consisted of Wang Yang-ming and his successors, one may
discover Zhang’s different understanding and criterions of Yangmingism from his
early years to old age. This study focuses on Zhang Tai-yen’s viewpoint on the
philosophical concepts of Yangmingism, to provide explanations for his inconsistent
attitude to Yangmingism throughout his lifetime, and indicates the fact that Zhang Tai-
yan’s academic research was closely connected to his personal actions. Through
clarifying and locating Zhang Tai-yan’s perspectives of Yangmingism in his overall
thought, this study anticipates developing more understanding of Zhang Tai-yan’s

philosophy.

Keywords: Zhang Tai-yan, Yangmingism, Academic History

* MA student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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