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A New Study on Guo Xiang-zheng by Using
the Newly Discovered Essay “Zuiyin

xiansheng zhuan”

Cen Tian-xiang"

Abstract

Based on archival work and literary criticism, this paper makes use of new
materials and offers novel insights into the research on Guo Xiang-zheng. First,
it examines a piece of collected works, Leibian cenglan wenxuan, of the Yuan
dynasty, which was available in the Shanghai Library. Leibian cenglan
wenxuan complies a lost essay “Zuiyin xiansheng zhuan (The Biography of
Scholar Zui-Yin)” written by Guo. This newly discovered essay has not been
included in Guo’s monograph, nor has it been mentioned by previous studies.
Therefore, it is of great significance to develop a new source for expanding the
research of Guo. Second, by using the discovered essay, this paper investigates
Guo’s reclusive life, his detached mentality, and his interests in keeping the true
being. Also, this paper elaborates on Guo’s poetic concept of poetry, which

views poetry as a natural expression of inner emotions, and emphasizes that the
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function of poetry is to please oneself. Finally, by linking “Zuiyin xiansheng
zhuan” with Tao Yuan-Ming’s “Wuliu xiansheng zhuan (The Biography of
Scholar Wu-Liu)”, this paper puts forward a new explanation of the origin and
the style of Guo’s poetry. It concludes that Tao Yuan-Ming’s poetry, which
provided a model for Guo Xiang-zheng to imitate actively, infused Guo’s
poetry with a new style. Guo’s poetry is not only “bold and unconstrained” but

also “plain and natural”.

Keywords: Guo Xiang-zheng, Leibian cenglan wenxuan, poetic concept,

origin of poetry; poetry style
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