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The Sense of Place and Gender

Construction of MA Ka-fai Novel:

Once Upon A Time in Hong Kong as an example
Yu Ming-sheung

Abstract

Once Upon A Time in Hong Kong is the first part of Ma Ka-fai’s “Hong
Kong Trilogy”. The novel background is his native —Wan Chai and describes
the relationship between the colonial government and the triad in 1930s to
1940s. In the novel, He was constructs Wan Chai as a space for reinterpreting
history of Hong Kong. During the colonial period, through the homosexual
relationship to emphasize the environment of the eras and the mobility of
subordinate status. And it lead to internal differences in social culture. This
paper will focus on connect the structure of feeling between the spare writing
and Ma Ka-fai. In Once Upon A Time in Hong Kong, the author’s intends to re-
show the 1930s to 1940s colonial history of Hong Kong and reconstruct his
cultural memory. The other part of the novel is the expression of sexual desire,

which through deep-seated social problems with the expression of sexual desire,

* M.S. student, Institute of Sinophone Studies, National Tsing Hua University.
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and reinterprets the identity of Hong Kong people in the 1930s and 1940s under

the construction of homosexuality.

Keywords: MA Ka-fai, Once Upon A Time in Hong Kong, sense of place, Hong

Kong colonial history, gender construction
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