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A Study on the Song Dynasty Edition of

Luling Ouyang Xiansheng Wenji:

With a Discussion of Early Editions of Ouyang Xiu’s Collected
Works

Chieh Chih-yin®

Abstract

The Song dynasty edition of Luling Ouyang xiansheng wenji (Collected
Works of Master Ouyang Xiu of Luling) in the National Central Library
originally belonged to the Tianyi Pavilion (Tianyi ge). It was stolen in 1914,
before being purchased and added to the collection of Zhang Junheng. Although
it was valued by scholars at that time, the book was subsequently ignored for
over one hundred years, with no further research or discussion dedicated to it.
This article is a documentation study of Luling Ouyang xiansheng wenji,
focusing on the edition identification and the establishment of the text.

Luling Ouyang xiansheng wenji was previously identified as late Southern
Song Fujian edition. However, in light of both its engraving style and textual
characteristics, an argument can be made that it should be identified as early

Southern Song Fujian edition. Luling Ouyang xiansheng wenji predates the

* MLA. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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Zhou Bida edition of OQuyang Wenzong gong ji (Collected Works of Mr. Ouyang
Wenzhong) published in 1196, and, like the Shaoxing era (1131-1162) Quzhou
edition Jushi ji (The Retired Scholar’s collection), counts as an early Song
edition of Ouyang Xiu’s collected works. Additionally, there is a discrepancy
in the total number of juan (volumes) in this work in the listings of the
Catalogue of Tianyi ge and the Appendix to the Record of Reading Books [at
the Prefectural Study]. Despite this discrepancy in the catalogue records, we
maintain that both records refer to the same book; the difference can be
accounted for by the fact that the former catalogue also included the sub-juan
in its count, and thus recorded three more juan than the latter catalogue.

The editing and appearance of Luling Ouyang xiansheng wenji are
comparatively primeval. It not only counts among early editions of Ouyang
Xiu’s collected works, but it is also the only one containing works that are not
also included in the Jushi ji. The comparison and analysis in this article shows
that Luling Ouyang xiansheng wenji is not an edition that Zhou Bida’s edition
directly revised. Nevertheless, the discrepancies and works it contains do not
exceed the range of Zhou Bida’s edition, leading to the conclusion that it is
related to the texts that Zhou Bida’s edition collated. We infer that the main
source shared by both editions is the Northern Song Xuanhe era (1119-1125)
Jizhou Gongshiku edition.

By relocating the era, documental importance, and the textual transmission
of Luling Ouyang xiansheng wenji, we are able to trace the contours of editions
of Ouyang Xiu’s literary works that existed before Zhou Bida’s edition was

published. Furthermore, we are also able to see more clearly how the Zhou Bida
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edition took shape, which allows us to better understand the editorial ethos and

the actual accomplishments of Zhou Bida’s team.

Keywords: Ouyang Xiu, Literary Literature, Ouyang Wenzong gong ji,

Descriptive Bibliography, Textual Transmission
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