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Oxymoronically Describing Liveliness

through Senescence:

How Su Shi’s Spatiotemporal Perception and Changing
Mental State are Reflected in his Works Under the Cipai of
Mantingfang Written During his Banishment in Huangzhou

Huang Hui-ling”

Abstract

The six ci works by Su Shi in the Mantingfang cipai were all penned
during his banishment to Huangzhou or immediately after he left Huangzhou,
and the contents of these works correspond to his mindset during this period.
Su first began using Mantingfang to express his thoughts on his circumstances,
doing so at least once a year between 1082 and 1085. The resultant works,
which were created at a continual, fixed interval, vividly capture the
transformation of his inner self, including the struggle, adaptation, self-
reflection, and self-transcendence he experienced. Although his constant
lamentation of growing old in these works deviates from the tradition of
creating a ci befitting the cipai (because it contradicts the meaning of

Mantingfang, which roughly translates as “a garden in full blossom”), the

* MLA. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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broad-mindedness and positive outlook expressed in these works are somehow
consistent with the proactiveness and liveliness Mantingfang represents, and in
fact enrich these qualities. Taking a diachronic perspective, this study examines
Su’s spatiotemporal perception during this period of his life, in order to explore
how his thinking changed during his banishment to Huangzhou. This approach
yields strong evidence that Mantingfang was a cipai of special importance to
Su Shi.

Keywords: Song dynasty, Su Shi, Mantingfang, Huangzhou
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