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“Words as Powerful as Hercules”:

On the Structure and Appearance of Han Yu’s One Rhyme-

word Seven-character Ancient Style Poems
Zheng Si-xian"

Abstract

Han Yu (§%7%) is a representative poet, who prefers to write one rhyme-
word seven-character poems in Middle Tang period. Traditional criticisms have
given high praise to Han Yu’s one rhyme-word seven-character poems, while
acknowledging the difficulties of writing this style.

However, traditional criticisms are often too concise to accurately describe
the characteristics of these poems, which may make the readership confused.

This paper analyses the characteristics of Han Yu’s one rhyme-word
seven-character poems from the standpoints of sentence type, content, and
meter. The criterion for distinguishing poems in classic style and metrical verse
depends on the qualification rate of Yuan Jing’s (JTit) second-character rule
and “the second and the fourth places differ while the second and the sixth
places complement each other” of Zuowen Dati ({E S KEEK).

In the section entitled “The Function Word and Sentence Structure,” this

paper discusses how Han Yu used different aspects of speech and sentence
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patterns to achieve rhythmic changes with a single rhyme.
Considering the relationship between syntactic rhythm and the meaning of

»

chapters and sections, the section “The Sections and Chapters elaborates
how Han Yu utilized the differing substance of different paragraph to make his
poems substantial in content.

The final section elaborates on the characteristics of meter in Han Yu’ s
one rhyme-word seven-character poems by means of data analysis.
Furthermore, this chapter consults critics”  relevant perspectives and verifies

the acceptance of the patterns of regulated verse in these poems.

Keywords: Han Yu, Seven-character ancient style poem, Meter, Sentence

pattern, Level and oblique tones
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