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To Lament for Fleeting Time or Not:

The Lyricism and Inner Conflict in Lu Xun’s Short Stories
“Huaijiu” (Reminiscence of the Past), “Shangshi” (Regret for
the Past) and “Zai Jiuloushang” (In the Tavern)

Lou Ji’

Abstract

In this paper I point out the internal conflict in Lu Xun’s mind when he
was nostalgic for fleeting times in his short stories “Huaijiu” (Reminiscence of
the Past), “Shangshi” (Regret for the Past), and “Zai Jiuloushang” (In the
Tavern). I take guidance from Leo Ou-fan Lee, who showed that there are
numerous contrasts and conflicts to be found Lu Xun’s thoughts and behaviors
in his book Voices from the Iron House: A Study of Lu Xun Bloomington. Lu
Xun has long been seen as a true revolutionary fighter, not only because of the
way the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has shaped his image, but also
because of his famous short story “Kuangren Riji” (Dairy of a Madman), which
he wrote with a distinct revolutionary purpose, and which is widely considered
to be the origin from which Lu Xun’s literary life emerged. This essay begins
by arguing that in fact “Huaijiu,” which was written seven years before

“Kuangren Riji” was printed, is one of multiple points of origin or emergence

* MA student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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for Lu Xun’s literary career. Subsequently, through a close reading of
“Shangshi” and “Zai Jiuloushang,” | point out the specific contrasts and
conflicts to be found in Lu Xun’s period as a lyrical writer and revolutionary
fighter. In these two short stories we find that the lyrical writer Lu Xun was
influenced by Chinese lyrical tradition, and that he indulged lamenting for
fleeting, past times just as poets from the time of Nineteen Old Poems (Gushi
Shijiushou) did. Conversely, the revolutionary warrior Lu Xun concentrated on
fighting for a new brave future for his fellow citizens, and refused to indulge in

lamentation.
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