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On Du Yu’s method of deriving the meaning
of “The principle of public accession to the
throne” and an evaluation of the old theory

of Han Confucianism

Chang Yi-jan"

Abstract

This article is an examination of the ways in which Du Yu arranged and
explained the meaning of Chungiu in his The Explanations of Principles of
Chungiu. Du Yu explained Chungiu was identifying principles therein; he
established several principles which, together, founded his own theory of the
text. In order to discuss Du Yu’s theory, this text uses “The principle of public
accession to the throne” as an example of the principles Du Yu identified in
Chungiu. This article finds that, prior to Du Yu, there were already some Han
dynasty Confucian scholars who explained Chungiu in a similar way. However,
Du Yu did not simply repeat these scholars’ ideas, and instead accepted some

of them while disputing others. His disagreements were mostly based in the fact

" M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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that some of the scholars in question did not explain Chungiu by way of

Zuozhuan, and instead chose other approaches.

Keywords: Du Yu, The Explanations of Principles of Chungiu, Liu Xin, Jia
Kui, Ying Rong
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