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James Legge’s Interpretation of Zhu Xi’s

Commentary on Licentious Poems

Hung Yu-han -

Abstract

This paper centers on James Legge’s interpretation of Zhu Xi’s
commentary on the so-called licentious poems in The Chinese Classics: The
She King. Beginning with an examination of Legge’s academic background,
this paper identifies external factors that influenced Legge’s understanding of
The Book of Poetry. It then undertakes a further analysis of how Legge received
the poems identified as licentious by Zhu Xi, the comments Legge made
concerning them. Legge accorded with Zhu Xi’s interpretations of eleven of the
twenty-three ostensibly licentious poems, but had a different take with the other
twelve. Legge’s Scottish background afforded him the flexibility to interpret
these ancient poems in a way that broke free from the confinements of the
Chinese commentarial tradition, particularly its emphasis on moral teachings in
the sacred texts. Although he was familiar with abundant traditional
commentaries, Legge’s approach to using historical materials and his idea of

“finding meanings in the ode itself” made him an independent translator whose

" M.A. student, Chinese Literature Department, National Cheng Kung University.
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viewpoint on the interpretation of The Book of Poetry was unique in his time.
This paper provides findings related to Legge’s perspective on the Chinese
classics along with his stance and methodology in interpreting The Book of
Poetry, contributing to research into James Legge specifically as well as Sino-

western cultural relations at large.

Keywords: James Legge, The Chinese Classics, licentious poem, Zhu Xi’s

theory of poetry, The Book of Poetry
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5 el T EE AR T 2RI R BIREE o 1 R H S H CHEARE
FREMAS RIS RRVEERR - 72 B 4K B0 FE S Rl R A e B R B2 R A &8 B
HEREZ G - 1 Ak BRI (FREISEH - 5748) SRAFES (5 E) 1Y
i MACEE AR ERER S (FF48) BEEEEENRE - TER (5F
&) B (HEEKE - 5D W TSR | - MERE S ENEE (FFER) EEERVTENE
5§ (Sir John Davis, 1795-1890) Fraft » 585 (F545) MAVEF AR R 46554
HY TS (primitive simplicity ) > 37 HBEH (FFEC) B A EENITERER
B Ay T EYAEE: (pictures of manners ) | o 197

Z It BRER R s 2 S A (FEE) oA - SRS S - (5
&) MR A B MRV AR HRL - 12 B E DL R P T S IR A R T R T BUE ~ +1
S ELA BRSSO - 210 (FR4L) AYFFEREE A » A& R L AR BR AL
RSP E IR MhoReHes < BRRS B TR AR B RV SRR | - 720t
P& S {1 B B 1 A A S S SOy B o 1% W IER 252 DA S R SR A RE S R
ot sa A DAEREA Ry B S A AR DR ST R Vet - PR R HRBE (574%)
EERBYLZIIRE » BURE T BCEENE | iVEFEBNVAE AR « LBEATRTER
PR Ry (T B & AT DABKAS T RIS B TR N BE ) WIERAVIEZR - SBE o B
B B R AR AR (FAAE L el e B2 ET ] AHUR R P - S DA
RB sy » BEA S £ B B AU F AT B AR = FRAVE —R%
BAEHBCREESSE - SN S M Eaisilsw s s

104 EFiEE - H 51 -

105 Marilyn Laura Bowman, James Legge and the Confucian Classics: Brilliant Scot in the
Turmoil of Colonial Hong Kong ( Victoria, BC: Friesen Press, 2016 ) ,pp. 437-438.

106 Bowman, pp. 437-438.

107 James Legge, “Prolegomena,” The Chinese Classics, vol. 4, The She King, p. 115.

108 Tegge, p. 116.
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B AL DR LA S B B L EF R E IR R A EE - BIERE 2 TR E
(licentiousness ~ lewdness ) o 0°
OB SRR 25 L 5B A1 - ot AREDREHRN L & 2 HIAETR
WE =~ JFA o WIFTSCAr - B SR E R A Bl S TRt T AR DRy
AUBFEE - DIBE  BRGZ - 10 IRIEEY(C (Lauren Pfister) HYIFJE -
IS 2 FIERAS TR ST 2V 8 BURF T NS0 - e - B8 - BRI B
oA EREA B ST LR AT AR LB P R A AT RZ OE R
REEA > [ER QR R AR BB R - Y SSEHES TR
A I IR S SRR A s 2 B R R S5 2 PR 2 B T R ]
DI 8 B e & H e VR F 0T R 704 T DASERERF | B T DIy - SF—BE T DL
SREEEY ) JIEEE e - sERR BRI R 0 HAEIINE AR EE T R A
K2 > 2 ZREFHBEIR > e a2 R PE J7 sl A - B
1E 1829 4R AP{H T SEEFRE ( Aberdeeen Grammar School ) » /DAEEIFHAES 5

109 NS TE (KE) #I5H > BENEMNIRSUARE > EJ7 &0 HfEZHTH-ﬂ/i@L
(licentiousness of the age ) = [fb4h » FHFERA (B ) SRIFEA /NS - sRIAHE
BEUEHRE 2 BAelisd - A (PR ~ (FE) ~ CEED) ~ (RED u%ﬁ—ﬁﬁ’]%%
M1 BRI RS BIRY B AR R BUAIE BT A& RCHY 2 R, © James Legge, The
Chinese Classics, vol. 4, The She King, pp. 72, 109, 121, 123, 149.
10 P27 By - T Those who explain the odes, may not insist on one term so as to do violence

to a sentence, nor on a sentence so as to do violence to the general scope. They must try
with their thoughts to meet that scope, and then we shall apprehend it. | James Legge, The
Chinese Classics, vol. 2, The Works of Mencius ( Taipei: Southern Materials Center
Publishing Inc., 2001 ) , p. 353.

Lauren F. Pfister, “Nineteenth Century Ruist Metaphysical Terminology And The Sino-
Scottish Connection In James Legge’s Chinese Classics,” in Mapping Meanings: The Field
of New Learning in Late Qing China, ed. Michael Lackner, Natascha Vittinghoff ( Leiden:

Brill, 2004 ) , p. 617.

12 ERSERR O DL (RRBE ) Rofll - mUEHE SR 4 o B R (A AT S T B ER A e A 5
B8 R SV %EE% : <@5‘%§ " DASEEE C5F) ) el iR H TP R A T
2 HRECR ARE - AL - BRBE) JEH AP > (TEEIEE) 2017 55
61 > H 68-74 -
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fiiE - BERAEME (G ) B1E () AV b el h B 3 S mal i A
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Mo (H 5) BASCATS 23 REsF s - HAES Z AT LIEREASRIM L (/)
3 RGBT 2 R ARG = 2k /T R i SURHREE = 5 [ Mg
i 0 BRI RS o fEAREERTT o BFERHERE (GF) B (E
& - 5 ) HIRESERRE - B TR A T B BHAEN IR

BB T DIFRART ) B EER T AREIFA ) BB ESTE
FFE Ao RS T RIBR AR RRFORE 5 - RS S ER
9 FUEET > AR R RY BRI E AR SR (AR B Ry & B - AllfEA/Dith 5 A 1 2
FESCORIM A 2 (mBERY SERE > X (HEH P B3 DA R R ST HYRE RS ARas - 41 (JURJEL - 5
) SRS EEA R LG  (HEBME TR, 2 TaE ) B B
SRR EARA R ) R EER - HOEPIR RN AR RS S E VR
o (e AT, B ACE R R 9 B S HURBIERE RS - M ERAN RS
5~ s AR - B0R 2R RS SR A R ENEE H EraEE

13 Norman J. Girardot, The Victorian Translation of China: James Legge's Oriental
Pilgrimage (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002 ) , p. 26. &4 7N EFIMH
PR 2 S E A B B ~ SR BRI SRR - Lauren F. Pfister, Striving for ‘The

Whole Duty of Man’: James Legge and the Scottish Protestant Encounter with China, vol. 1
( Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2004 ) , p. 52.

114 James Legge, “Prolegomena,” The Chinese Classics, vol. 4, The She King, p. 29.

.32



PR R (FHE) WA R AT 163

Bk o 1 A (PR - R ) o EUHERRE TR Uk T T IR AR R
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B GRS ARECAHTE T ZERER] - 1895 FEEARILIFRF - BHER(E
S VBEEHIIRED > TR (5740 HIIDGIMR IR A ARRAVE(L -

1S IMREE - (GRERIEAE S 1871 4F (FF4K) BRErvACHELtE ) - (BET]) 55 13 fif (2017 4%
5H)> H 233235 £REF - £o7% ¢ (GRBEMEm A TSI (LK) BT
SRR ) 0 CEFSRERERSR (HhgREEH)) 5531 (201746 A ) > H 357-361 ¢

116 James Legge, “Prolegomena,” The Chinese Classics, vol. 4, The She King, p. 140. fHEES
Frof Rz © (HHEE (FFEK) 3158) » H 47-49 -
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% HEERIA > HNERRET a2 BRI BN (FF) 2R/ M40 e
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PEREREaIaR - R AR B RRIS B A S R

RCE MR 23 WAV - S ) (B RS R  R S EEERE R
TR A EERE S B 8RR R (R4E) = ERAEST - ERAL Bk (FP) 52 (FF)J /Y
EE1E - (BRSE iR HER AT E R —F > o] R EPRE A P
Pre > 5 NSERABARZSUEE A RRE - A FERVREAR - BRSO 2
DI EITT & HARAERY 5 55ae i > NI HCOR R RV SRR 2 oGt iR - )
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HAIE B2 DA 7 523 2 FE SE AL A P 2 AR R i JRBIRE 2R U FEEE &%
[ SRR - DA ER BB A (U Y A B o 8 R &S R AR
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o FrEERELEY T DUSIEERF ) B T DARRRRET ) WIRETT VA o A DA SO SR
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B2 BRI T i — BB E M S A R an R & (IS E A 5]
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HIseRE - EIE A FoR B B PR EE A A2 - O BIEESEIE CF
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B B K B SEEER R WA SRR L RE ve A - S P R (R 4 FE AR B L
REEFE)T o sLibimmam - (REIAEEE - 5548) — i — i et B & R Bk
BRI RE S ~ S LRV MEREE - — T /NS DB 5 47 TE(E (e
ERR] ~ PROTBLERT ~ (HARBLTRI S 2 B A SR 2 L BB ZE [T L Y
JERFAAYAS & - B E0PE TR SRy Ry BHaf s e (5548) » DI E PR EAR
FEfRARSS - AN RPE )T BRI T Rea 7 (FFER) B2 B DUHENHY
B o —EHDUK  BEFUER A S AU TT IS i/ MR R - 2 TR B RS Y 7
M7 > BEF T A Z00R0E » (ESTEEHE S (P EAR I « 5FAC) Bl B AT
HIRR A AT 2 B A B2 e A St B/ Vi S B IR ST R LR i B8R - 2 LAAST
DL S DL RRAS HEF TS » R ATRAT R S R R e - 2 A
B R HOZERE M - BIES AHEHES (FFEC) BN sl - 57

U7 Daniel K. Gardner, “Confucian Commentary and Chinese Intellectual History,” The
Journal of Asian Studies 57.2 (May 1998 ) : 399-400.
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Ernst J. Eitel. “The She King,” The China Review 1 (1872) : 2-12.

James Legge. The Chinese Classics, vol. 4, The She King. Taipei: Southern Materials

Center Publishing Inc., 2000.

. The Chinese Classics, Taipei: Southern Materials Center Publishing
Inc., 2001.
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Pilgrimage. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2002.

Lauren F. Pfister. Striving for ‘The Whole Duty of Man’: James Legge and the Scottish

Protestant Encounter with China. Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2004.
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