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Stephen Owen’s Writing Strategy of
“Cultural Tang Dynasty” and Its Literary

Historiographical Significance

Wu Yi-lun®

Abstract

As one of the most influential masterworks of literary history written in
the West, The Cambridge History of Chinese Literature provides a noteworthy
historical interpretation.

This article uses the section entitled “Cultural Tang Dynasty” written by
the History’s chief editor, Stephen Owen, as a basis for exploring both the
characteristics of the book’s “literary and cultural history” as well as its own
significance in the history of literature.

This article’s analysis of the writing strategies employed in “Cultural Tang
Dynasty” reveals three tendencies that differ from traditional written works of
literary history: an emphasis on horizontal networks, reflections on the

contextuality of genres, and a diminished focus on textual analysis.

* M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University.
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Additionally, after reviewing the literary-historical perspectives revealed
in previous researchers’ examinations of Stephen Owen’s writings, this article
presents a discussion of the role of the “foyer” as applied it to literary history
by Stephen Owen, as well as the ways in which this concept has transformed.
Finally, this article highlights the uniqueness of Stephen Owen’s writing
strategies, fundamental concepts, and significant new ideas pertaining to

“literary and cultural history” in “Cultural Tang Dynasty.”

Keywords: Stephen Owen, The Cambridge History of Chinese Literature,
Literary and Cultural History
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