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A Discourse on Characters’ Subjectivity
Emerging in Fei Ming’s Peach Garden and

Date

Xing Chen®

Abstract

In this paper, the word “individual” is used as the basis for a discussion of
Fei Ming’s two books, Peach Garden and Date, which were written between
1927 and 1930. Firstly, the paper analyzes short stories that reflect March 18th
Massacre that occurred in Beijing from the perspective of “obsession with
China”. Fei Ming’s sympathy and understanding for intellectuals is presented
as the origin of his concern for individuals. Secondly, the paper discusses how
Fei Ming’s concern for intellectuals transformed, his focus shifting from
intellectuality as social identity to intellectuality as a personal identity. This
discussion centers upon short stories that describe intellectuals’ daily lives.

Finally, the “objective literary concept” will be used to discuss how characters

" M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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in Fei Ming’s writings about his homeland attain subjectivity and develop into
independent individuals.

Keywords: Fei Ming, Peach Garden, Date, subjectivity, individual
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