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Developments and Changes in Classic
Interpretations of the Imperial

Examinations in Late Imperial China :

An Analysis of Two Types of Sheng Shi-Xing’s Shangshu

Interpretation
Wang Pok-yun®

Abstract

The imperial examination reference books had a broad and specific
readership in the imperial examination society of Late Imperial China. In recent
years, interest in these books has diminished with each generation, while
scholar-bureaucrats’ prejudices have led to scattered discussions on this book’s
type, contents, and influence. As a result, the structure and meaning behind its
text remains to be examined. On the basis of a bibliography and two types of
Sheng Shi-Xing’s Shangshu Interpretation, this article comprehensively
discusses the development and change of classic interpretations of the imperial

examinations in Late Imperial China.

*M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, Soochow University, Taipei.
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