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Practice Making Love Happen:

An Analysis of Li Weijing’s Novels
Shie Hua-ying’

Abstract

This article analyzes and interprets Li Weijing’s three novels: I am Xu
Liangliang (FI&51 008, Life is Sweet (4 5 &%), and The Mermaid (A
F40). Love is the most important topic in Li Weijing’s novels. Love cannot be
easily explained or defined, so Li Weijing uses novels to make love happen,
and let herself practice facing all kinds of difficulties as well as the warmth of
love. Starting with the “Girls' Study” (/>Z£2) in the first novel, the core idea
of creation is anchored, and various spectrums of love are further refracted
through focused gaze, and mutual dialogue with Erich Fromm’s “The Art of
Love.” Various appearances make love possible and deepen the speculative
nature of love. The physical senses are the field where Li Weijing allows love
to be practiced. Through the giving and receiving of the senses, she perceives
the desire and hurt inherent in love. Watching the change of the position of love
is also an important displacement in Li Weijing’s three novels, from a girl on

the edge of love, to a woman who is positioned in the social network, and finally

* PHD. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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to a returns to self-love in the deepest love of life. All of Li Weijing’s writings

are the practice love with her own life; they let love “happen” indefinitely.

Keywords: Li Weijing, Love, Erich Fromm, physical senses
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