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What Was Good Writing (or Reading)
in Eleventh-Century China?
Rethinking Guwen and Its Relation

to Daoxue

HSIAO-WEN CHENG

Abstract This essay proposes a new perspective on Guwen 1ty 3 (Ancient-Style Writing) in the
mid-eleventh century and Cheng Yi's P2 Daoxue i&5% (Learning of the Way) based on two
interconnected approaches. The first involves an analysis of wengi 5 and the yong H (efficacy)
of wen in traditional literary criticism, while the second examines the role of the Confucian
classics in Guwen and Daoxue. The notion of wengi helps to elucidate what essentially connects
the wen of the sages and their dao—it resolves the seeming dichotomy between aesthetic quality
and moral-political practicality, and that between culture and nature in our understanding of
Guwen. Situating the activity of writing in mid-Northern Song political culture and its civil
examination system, the author also argues that the priority of dao over wen, sometimes seen in
the Guwen proponents’ works, should be understood as contextualized political rhetoric.
Meanwhile, the classics occupied a central position for Guwen as well as Daoxue: both mid-
eleventh-century Guwen proponents and Cheng Yi believed that learning from the classics was
the best way to guarantee accurate understanding of the dao. This attitude toward the classics,
combined with a belief in humanity’s innate capacity to apprehend the dao, formed the continuity
between Guwen and Daoxue; the attitude toward writing was where they parted. A critical shift
from Guwen to Daoxue scholarship was from asking “what is good writing” to “what is good
reading” The author considers Ouyang Xiu'’s approach to the classics a preliminary hermeneutic
circle and Cheng Yi’s a continuous one.

Keywords Guwen (Ancient-Style Writing), Daoxue (Learning of the Way), Shi Jie, Ouyang Xiu,
Cheng Yi, hermeneutic circle
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In the mid-eleventh century, a Northern Song author wrote, “The composition
of poetry accompanies the life of mankind. Imbued with the gi of delight and
sorrow, one must express it through words. The capable [writers] turn [such
feelings] into words and transmit them in prosodic forms. Therefore, such works
circulate ceaselessly, can be played with pipes and strings, and resonate with
ghosts and spirits” &F2fF, BLANZEASE M. RGEIEE A, LIRS, 6
Wz, R, BOLRAT eSS, W R LA A, The author was not
Ouyang Xiu &[5 & (1007-1072), the prominent intellectual and political leader
who among his many groundbreaking accomplishments in multiple fields
invented the genre of shihua i (poetry remarks). Nor was it a major literary
figure renowned for his poetry or poetry criticism. It was Shi Jie fi/1 (1005—
1045), a keen advocate of Guwen 153 (Ancient-Style Writing) who has been
characterized by several modern scholars as someone who valued dao i#
over wen 3L, content over form, moral-political function over literary style—
especially in contrast to Ouyang Xiu." This passage is the opening paragraph of
Shi Jie’s preface to Shi Yannian’s f1%E4: (styled Manqing 2, 994-1041)
anthology of poetry. Shi Jie composed it in 1040 while observing the mourning
period for his parents and teaching in his hometown. He recounts that he wrote
the preface at the request of Shi Yannian, who thought Shi Jie “good at writing
and also knew poetry” B A ST S 41552

Dao and wen have long been key concepts for the study of Guwen. Guwen
proponents, especially those active in the mid-eleventh century, are known for
their belief that true wen should be rooted in dao and should serve to elucidate
dao. There are multiple ways to translate wen, depending on its context: culture,
pattern, writing, letters, et cetera. Here I translate Guwen as “Ancient-Style
Writing” to emphasize the critical role of text as well as the activity of writing.
My approach to Guwen in the mid-eleventh century is not about the struggle
between content and form or between moral-political utility and literary style;
nor is it about the priority of dao over wen. I seek to offer an alternative per-
spective on Guwen, especially on the relation between wen and dao. First I will
turn to the concepts of wengi 35 and the yong H] of wen in the tradition of
literary criticism. Yong, normally translated as “function” or “application,’
I propose to understand also as “efficacy” The concept of wengi stresses the
inseparability of a piece of writing from its author, elucidating what essentially
connects the wen of the ancient sages and their dao, breaking down a wen-dao
dichotomy, or a dichotomy between aesthetic quality and moral-political
practicality, in our understanding of Guwen. It also sheds light on an aesthetic
aspect of Guwen that deserves further exploration.

Then I want to consider the role of the Confucian jing &8 (classics) in
eleventh-century Guwen and in Cheng Yi's f2EH (1033-1107) Daoxue &5
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(Learning of the Way). As the wen of ancient sages and embodiment of the dao,
the classics were thought by both Guwen proponents and Cheng Yi to ensure
accurate understanding of the dao. A close examination of the role of the
classics in their scholarship and literary practice reveals the continuity and the
real difference between Guwen and Daoxue. I shall argue that a critical shift
from the Guwen to the Daoxue scholarship was not due to beliefs shifting from
the “cultural” to the “natural” (or that which belongs to Heaven and Earth) but a
turn from asking “what is good writing” to “what is good reading.” In the process,
the classics—the sages’ embodiment of the dao that defied a culture-nature
dichotomy—remained at the center of learning.’

The Efficacy of Wen

The opening paragraph of Shi Jie’s preface to the Shi Yannian anthology suggests
a theory of how poetry originates in human life and achieves a life of its own. The
vicissitudes of life generate feelings, and such feelings are themselves a very real,
living substance—gi. The nengzhe fit# (capable writers) distill such feelings into
words following /i 4t (prosodic regulations). The /ii—the right rhyme, tone, and
number of syllables—transform the gi into lyric. Such a poem has a life, and that
life is long—it circulates ceaselessly and touches the feelings of other living
souls. Here we see three conditions of a good poem: the living substance (gi), the
capable writer, and the prosodic conventions. Both the writer’s talent and poetic
style matter. But how are these issues—literary talent and poetic style—relevant
to the Guwen belief that writing should serve to elucidate dao and be useful for
governance? As we read further into the preface, it will become clear that this
theory is not Shi’s invention but echoes a tradition in literary criticism that
elaborates on the gi of the writer and the living force of literary works. Such a
viewpoint provides an alternative way to understand what some of the Guwen
proponents mean by the “yong” of writing.

Students of Chinese literature can immediately recognize Shi’s allusion to
an old tradition from the Mao Commentary of the Book of Odes: “Poetry
expresses the mind; songs are to chant that expression” 3% 55, #k5.* Shi
goes on to recount the history of poetry as an ancient political institution: the
rulers in antiquity established a bureau to collect poems from the populace as a
means of knowing their people.” When the bureau was abolished and rulers no
longer knew their people, “the dao of governance died” ¥ 1 72. This seemingly
functionalist approach resonates with other writings of Shi Jie. We see the
familiar contrast between the present and the ancient common to all Guwen
proponents when Shi contrasts “those who wield their brushes” %2 1 and
“compete with each other in ornate language” DA #E4/H5 since the Xiangfu
reign (1008-17) with Shi Yannian and Mu Xiu & (979—1032), who “take up
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the responsibility of [reviving] the ancient dao” HATLLiiE through solid
writings (wen) indifferent to fashion. Shi even avoids the word wen when
describing “those who wield their brushes.” Clearly, although this preface is
about poetry, Shi Jie wrote it in the context of Guwen.

But following the ancient dao is not all it takes to be a good writer. Shi Jie
describes Shi Yannian’s poetry:

Startling and extraordinary, elegant and inspiring, [Shi Yannian’s poetry] acquires
what ancient [people] did not achieve. It lays its critique in metaphors and imagery. It
admonishes and inspires people in our time and is never futilely composed. Even a
capable writer with several thousand words could not match what Shi accomplishes in
his poetry. [Shi Yannian] alone can conjure up powerful and magnificent words; the
words meet and complete a poetic piece. Further, the unstoppable gi and uplifted idea
float beyond the lines. Students are unable to track the boundaries of his poems and
emulate him. Is he not the bold and powerful among poets?

AT, JEEMGN ZIIRR, RTEMBR LR, BRSO, REER. BERESCE RECH
F, AR MU, SMAARN. MAEEREE, B maZ b, B
AT IR BT 2. ae 2 B k2

In Shi Jie’s appreciative description, Shi Yannian appears even more capable
than the ancients. This is not simply because he abides by the ancient dao but
also because of his talent in mobilizing powerful words to convey “unstoppable
qi and uplifted yi” beyond the words. Efficacious writing requires both the
writer’s devotion to the ancient dao and literary talent. At the end of the preface,
Shi sums up his thesis: “Poetry originated in antiquity and culminates in yong” &¥
Z 5T, A0 H. This yong is more than function or utility; it is also about the
efficacy of poetry—its capacity to touch the feelings of other living beings—as
Shi describes in his opening.

In a poem to one of his students, Du Mo f®k, Shi Jie juxtaposes Shi
Yannian’s poetry, Ouyang Xiu’s prose, and Du Mo’s songs. “The character of
[Du’s] talent comes from Heaven; the beauty of his words one cannot learn” 4 %
FORAR, BEHEES6E7 Su Shi #R# (1036-1101) could not bear this juxtaposi-
tion and ridiculed both the vulgarity of Du Mo’s lines and Shi Jie’s ignorance.®
[ am not interested in judging whether Shi’s and Du’s writings are good or bad.
My emphasis here is on how Shi praises Du for both his literary talent and the
beauty of his words. Echoing the preface to Shi Yannian’s poetry, this poem
regards an author’s personality, talent, and writing as a whole. The two examples
show that when thinking about poetry specifically and literary composition in
general, Shi Jie did care about style. Style matters not simply because the right
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style can better elaborate the doctrines of ancient sages or treat current political
issues but because the style and prosodic regulations, along with the author’s
devotion to the ancient way and literary talent, give birth to the life of writing, or
the efficacy of wen. There is a pronounced aesthetic aspect, beyond a func-
tionalist one, in the yong of wen.”

Scholarship on the efficacy or lively force of writing in traditional Chinese
literary criticism has been fruitful, and many focus on the notion of wengi 3%,
or the gi of wen. For instance, while there are different understandings of what gi
refers to in Cao Pi’s H A~ (187—226) famous statement, “Wen is led by qi” SC LU,
%41, the consensus reading has gi as a living substance and the gi in a piece of
writing intimately connected to the gi of the author.'® A crucial aspect of wengi
(or cigi B4R, the gi of words) in Wenxin diaolong SC.UfifE (Literary Mind and
the Carving of Dragons) is described as feng J& (wind), which Yu-yu Cheng
interprets as the vivid and dynamic effect produced by various rhetorical devi-
ces, and Stephen Owen characterizes as the affective power that animates a
literary work."

Interestingly, Shi Jie also uses the word gi twice in the aforementioned
preface. The first refers to the gi of a poet (a person “imbued with the gi of
delight and sorrow”); the second, extending the first, is applied to poetry (“the
unstoppable gi” of Shi Yannian’s poetry). Shi Jie, of course, did not make direct
reference to Cao Pi or Liu Xie—the two names would not be of much use for
Shi’s career goals at that time, and whichever name a person deploys in public
writing usually says more about his strategy in framing certain ideas than the
actual content of those ideas. My purpose in drawing the connection here is to
foreground an enduring tradition that views writing as the embodiment of the
author’s gi (or the dao), a tradition that takes seriously the transformative power
of writing from that perspective. Even as the terms and rhetoric change, an
underlying structure shared by late medieval literary criticism and mid-
Northern Song Guwen discourse endures. Recognizing that structure lends
insight into the Guwen writers’ discussion on the workings of the dao.

The notion of wengi helps us to understand Ouyang Xiu’s response to a
civil service examination candidate, “It is a general truth that those who have
mastered the way are able to write well without straining at it”'* When he
further explains how dao influences a person and his writing, it sounds not
unlike the workings of gi: “If infused with dao, there is no place one cannot reach
in the sky, on earth, or in deep wells”*®> What Ouyang Xiu describes here is not
the moral-political function of writing but how dao works within writing. A
person’s writing is the natural extension of the dao he embodies, just as for Cao
Pi and Liu Xie, writing is an extension of one’s gi. The dao a person embodies,
like the gi, shapes everything about that person as a whole. But there is a crucial
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difference: for Cao Pi and Liu Xie, each person’s ¢i is innate and unique.'* For
Ouyang Xiu, dao is what everyone can and should learn—it is the major goal of
learning. I agree with Ronald Egan’s observation that compared to Han Yu,
Ouyang Xiu “put greater emphasis on inner moral cultivation as a prerequisite
to good writing,” and this should be understood within the context of Song
Confucian revival.'® But then we have to ask: How was it thought possible for
men to learn the dao, and why was writing crucial to the process?

Discussions of dao and wen during this time should of course be situated
within their socio-political contexts, especially when we see the same author
assert the centrality of dao in some places and speak at length about the aes-
thetics and technicality of writing in others. When emphasizing the importance
of wen, one speaks as a literatus; when stressing the priority of dao, one dis-
tinguishes oneself from others who write. In the following section, a few
examples will illustrate how, for Shi Jie, Guwen was not only aesthetically and
morally relevant but also strategically and politically important.

Guwen as Political Rhetoric

In discussing Shi Jie’s view of wen and lineage of the way, scholars usually refer to
his two letters to Zhao Shimin H#fffi [ (then a lecturer in the Imperial Academy)
and Cai Qi %% (988-—1039, then vice commissioner of military affairs)
respectively.'® In both letters, Shi Jie criticizes the “wen/writing of today” and
appears much more functionalist: the right wen is “based on the cultivation of
benevolence and righteousness; rooted in [Confucian] rites, music, the penal
system, and governance” A< A L1 2. MR 4EIRIEL"” Shi enlists the classics
to support his redefinition: “The virtue of the way is the basis of wen, rites and
music are the adornment of wen, filial piety and fraternal respect are the beauty
of wen, achievement is the visage of wen, transformation through instruction is
the clarity of wen, penalty and the government are the guideline of wen, and
commands are the sound of wen”'® In contrast, “wen of today” assumes “wind
and cloud as its substance, flowers and trees as its image, the beauty of words as
its texture, rhymed lines as its number, prosodic regulations as its root,” and so
on. In other words, true wen is about governance, or wangdao T-i& (the way of
the [true] king), whereas the wen of today is simply about writing. Taken out of
context, such a comparison could seem to suggest that textual delicacy and
prosodic regulations are enemies of good writing because they do not help—and
may even hurt—good governance.

As many have pointed out, what was at stake in the mid-eleventh-century
Guwen protest was the requirement of using parallel prose in the civil service
examinations.'® Shi Jie’s criticism of the “wen of today” specifically targets that
style. The dichotomy Shi describes and the radically functionalist approach he
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employs in these letters are better understood as political rhetoric than as a
transparent reflection of his beliefs about writing. To further contextualize the
two letters, we must first engage with his efforts toward self-promotion and
political-intellectual community building.

In the letter to Zhao Shimin, Shi first extols Han Yu ¥ &I (768—824) and his
followers, Li Ao %54 (772—841) and Li Guan 2! (767—795), and then likens
Zhao to Han. In the end of the letter, Shi proposes that he and his friend, Shi
Jianzhong -4+ (b. 998), would like to follow Zhao in the same way Li Ao and
Li Guan followed Han Yu. Together they could form a team for cultural battle: “If
you, sir, sing from the top, we would echo from the bottom. If you strike from the
left, we would attack from the right.”20 The letter was written in 1032, two years
after Shi Jie passed the examination and one year after he was appointed sur-
veillance judge of Yun Prefecture (in present-day Shandong). It was in fact the
first of three such letters Shi wrote to three different people over as many years.
The letters were written in a very similar style and express the same purpose: to
form a master-disciple network and to recruit fellow “cultural warriors.’*' The
second, addressed to Sun Shi f25& (962—1033, then a junior mentor, ranked 1b),
repeats the same pattern: Shi identifies Sun as the person to continue “the way of
the sages” and expresses Shi’s wish to serve Sun just like the disciples of Con-
fucius, Mencius, Yang Xiong, Wang Tong, and Han Yu.?2 The third letter was
presented to Sun Fu #4218 (992—-1057). Unlike Zhao Shimin or Sun Shi, Sun Fu
did not pass the examination and had no official position or title. Shi Jie came to
know Sun Fu through Shi Jianzhong. In this letter, again, Shi Jie compares Sun to
the Duke of Zhou, Mencius, and Yang Xiong, proposing that if Sun and Shi
Jianzhong were willing to be commanders-in-chief, he and others would be their
soldiers.?® The first letter did not seem to work. The second might have worked,
but Sun Shi died the following year.** The third attempt finally succeeded. Shi Jie
began to treat Sun Fu as his master—in 1035, building a hut for him near Mount
Tai, Shi “conducted the rites of disciples” along with Sun’s other students.?” Shi
later became famous for his extremely respectful performance as a disciple.*

As for the letter to Cai Qi, it was written in 1034 to recommend Shi
Jianzhong, then preparing to take the civil service examination in the capital. Shi
Jie asks Cai Qi to make an exception for Shi Jianzhong, to have him tested in
person rather than through the anonymous system. Shi Jie tries very hard in this
letter to distinguish Shi Jianzhong (and himself) from the other candidates:
others may know how to arrange dazzling words, but we know what wen really
means in the classics; they may pass the examinations more easily, but we are
more qualified to serve in government.*

It seems that for Shi Jie, “the beauty of words” was a problem for “current
style” writers yet a strength in Du Mo; prosodic regulations hindered the pursuit
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of dao for examinees but imbued Shi Yannian’s poetry with efficacy. This par-
adox can be resolved only when we recognize the dichotomy between content
and style, or the priority of dao over wen, as contextualized political rhetoric.
That is, as seen in the letters above, the content-style dichotomy is invoked
particularly when Shi Jie is attempting to persuade someone to promote one
group of people over others. When the situation is not immediately political and
the audience consists of his friends (such as in his preface to Shi Yannian’s poetry
and his poem to Du Mo), Shi appears more conservative and less polarizing.

In one instance, Shi Jie even reverses the dao-first-and-then-wen order,
albeit rhetorically, and implies that wen nurtures dao. It is in an eight-line
regulated verse poem that Shi wrote to Li Tang %, a student in Shi’s school
under Mount Culai (in present-day Shandong) who was about to return home
due to illness. In this poem, Shi laments Li’s departure and, in the last two lines,
tries to cheer him up: “Nothing but wenzhang fills your belly; your body wanes
and yet the dao is all replete” S A7 SCHEIA ML, £ HEREAFIE 4> What Shi
means by wenzhang here is certainly not just Li’s own writing. It can perhaps be
best translated here as “scholarship” or “learning”” It is learning based on texts,
specifically, the writings of the ancient sages and worthies, that is, the classics. In
other words, one learns both dao and wen from the writings of the sages. That
one has to learn dao from the wen of the sages is a critical belief among Guwen
writers, and we see them state this repeatedly in their work. This belief, I shall
argue, is what connects the mid-eleventh-century Guwen proponents and the
next generation of Daoxue scholars, particularly Cheng Yi. But how should one
learn dao from the writings of the sages? Before turning to this question and
delving further into the connection between Guwen and Daoxue, I would like to
revisit the relationship between Guwen and the so-called Imperial Academy
style or unorthodox style, in order to explore more deeply the discussions on
good and bad writing in the mid-eleventh century, and to situate those dis-
cussions in the context of the civil service examination and literati’s political
performativity.

Strategic Writing and Political Performativity

Observing the emergence of bianti 344 (unorthodox style) of writing in the
1030s and 1040s, scholars have attributed its popularity to Shi Jie’s appointment
to the Imperial Academy. By the 1040s and 1050s, it came to be called “taixueti”
XE:#Y (Imperial Academy style). It has been deemed a variation of (or deviation
from) Guwen, a not quite sustainable alternative to the current style. What
Ouyang Xiu suppressed as administrator of the examination was precisely this
style.”® Zhang Fangping’s 5% /7°F (1007—-1091) memorial, presented in 1046, a
year after Shi Jie’s death, explicitly blames Shi Jie for the Imperial Academy style:
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In 1034 some acquired high ranks in the examinations with an unorthodox style
[bianti]. Junior students passed around and imitated [his/their works] and practiced
that style. Since then the character of writing gradually departed from the old style.
Each [examinee] developed novel ideas and competed with each other in strangeness.
When the Imperial Academy was established, Lecturer Shi Jie tested the students on
their work according to his own preference, which then became the trend. They
regarded the bizarre and slanderous as superior, the excessive and redundant as
glamorous.

FI ST A U R i 20, AR, PR DA, B, HARHE, &t
B M RTT. R, Haa kel AUE, IR, R EUR, DLPEEE
AR A, AT R s, >

According to Zhang, the unorthodox style first became popular among exam-
ination candidates because some examinees happened to succeed with that
style, not because (at least not entirely because) Guwen writers advocated it.
Zhang implies a connection between the competition for novelty in the 1030s
and the hypocritical and self-indulgent fashions in the 1040s. The idea of Guwen
might have inspired certain new writing practices among examination candi-
dates, but it is hard to imagine that these candidates would adopt styles that had
no promise of success simply because some Guwen writers promoted them. As
for Shi Jie, he indeed had a reputation for criticizing, if not slandering, people at
court: his famous (or infamous) “Qingli shengde song” & /f& #4425 (Eulogy for
the Sagacious Virtue of the Qingli Reign) in 1043 is the best example. Shi’s
behavior seemed pretentious and eccentric to many of his contemporaries, but
where writing is concerned, even Ho Chi-peng admits there is nothing partic-
ularly unusual about the style of the extant edition of Shi Jie’s anthology.>' Shi’s
writing does not quite match the description of “excessive and redundant”

My hypothesis is that there was not one but many “unorthodox styles,” and
they were symptoms of the intense exam competition and pressure to stand out
from the crowd, rather than reactions against the current style. And the term
bianti may have different connotations in different texts/contexts.>* We are
limited by the fact that almost no such texts survive. Only fragments remain to
offer a glimpse at what the unorthodox styles might have looked like and con-
textualize the examination writing culture of this time.

Zhang Fangping’s memorial mentions three problems with examinees’
writing: it tends to the bizarre, slanderous, and superfluous. Another memorial
submitted by the Examination Office in 1048 links these problems with different
genres: “Since 1042, Imperial Academy students consider superfluity and
irregularity [hanman wuti 1% %] superior for poetry and rhapsodies,

extremist criticisms and unrestrained opinions [jijie siyi #T5ER] skillful for
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political critiques [celun 53] Shi Jie’s influence was perhaps more salient on
the subject of celun. A later source records that one candidate who composed
“long rhapsodies of several thousand words” with only fuci iF#&¢ (hollow words)
was expelled by Zhang Fangping.>* Examinees’ unorthodox writing did not seem
to cease with the end of Fan Zhongyan’s reform or the death of Shi Jie. Ye
Mengde %43 (1077-1148), in his Shilin shihua fi#K55E (Shilin’s Poetry
Remarks), recounts that during the mid- to late 1050s, “examination candidates
wrote in anomalous and awkward [gi se 77i}] styles” and some of their writings
“could hardly be read as sentences” F§{al A~ 11).>

An episode in Shen Gua’s ii#f (1029-1093) Mengxi bitan £-5%R
(Brush Talks from Dream Brook) records two examinees that Ouyang Xiu,
serving as chief examiner, failed and one that he regarded highly. The text
recounts that in the mid-1050s, an examination candidate named Liu Ji #/5% was
repeatedly ranked first at the Imperial Academy. Liu often wrote in guai xian %
Iigi (bizarre and abrupt) language, and many imitated him. Ouyang Xiu hated this
style and failed all who composed xinwen i3 (novel writing) when he became
chief examiner. One examinee wrote, “Heaven and earth crushed; ten thousand
creatures sprouted; the sages rose” KL, HAH;, A #.%° Ouyang thought
it must be Liu Ji and stingingly continued, “The candidate perverts; the exam-
iner eliminates” 754 %1, X 'E i, and scratched the sheet with red ink. When the
names of the examinees were revealed, it was indeed Liu Ji’s essay. A few years
later, Ouyang Xiu encountered another answer sheet, on which the candidate
wrote, “His Majesty gathers astuteness and stores brightness under his kingly
crown [lit. crown with jeweled tassels]” = FCRE A %052 . Ouyang
thought he had caught Liu Ji again, and once again he failed the candidate. But
this time it turned out to be another examinee’s essay. In the same year, someone
wrote, “Therefore [Yao and Shun], when tranquil, were able to extend their
years and incomparably to live the long lives of the Five Thearchs; when active,
[Yao and Shun] possessed bravery and materialized the righteous extermina-
tion of the Four Evils” WU §FIMAES, My far 2 & A %, EANISEZ k.
Ouyang greatly appreciated it and ranked it first. When the names were
announced, the essay was revealed to be by a man named Liu Yun %/4&. This Liu
Yun, as Ouyang later learned, was precisely Liu Ji, who had changed his name.?”

Here we have three examples of what Ouyang Xiu considered good and
bad writing and what “bizarre and awkward” meant in concrete terms, albeit
fragmentary and anecdotal. The first excerpt uses unusual verbs and uncon-
ventional sentence structure. Each sentence is composed of three character-
syllables, with the first two as subject, the last as verb. Such a structure produces
a sense of imbalance and abruptness when read out loud. In contrast, the last
excerpt consists of phrases in four and six character-syllables (typical structure
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of conventional parallel prose), and none of the sentences breaks abruptly. The
second excerpt uses redundant modifiers (“gathers astuteness” and “stores
brightness”) and unnecessary metonym (the “crown with jeweled tassels”).
Moreover, if not out of context, it seems to convey a kind of Huang-Lao Daoist
rulership: for the ruler to mystify himself and control from the dark. In contrast,
the third example uses plain words and delivers the most orthodox message.
Interestingly, both the first and the last excerpts are parallel sentences. The
second probably is part of a pair too. But the third excerpt is clearly more
efficient than the other two in conveying the right ideas in an eloquent way. It
describes two complementary aspects of the sage-kingship in parallel but
unadorned and syllabically conventional sentences. We may conclude that, from
the three examples, bad writing used rare words (which made them gi # and
guai %), broke conventional sentence structures (making them xian Ui and se
i, and unreadable), or were redundant and inefficient. Bad writing could appear
in all genres, rhapsody or prose, parallel or not.

What we also learn from this Mengxi bitan account is that examination
writing could be extremely strategic. Capable writers like Liu Ji/Yun were able
not only to invent their own styles but also to write in different styles, once they
learned the examiners’ taste, to catch their attention or deceive them in the
anonymous review system. The same Mengxi bitan entry tells another story
about an examiner who misidentified an examinee’s essay. The examinee was
Zheng Xie ¥fif (1022—1072, jinshi ca. 1049—1053), who seemed to already enjoy
quite a bit of fame among contemporaries for his literary talent but was ranked
only fifth in the Imperial Academy. Unhappy with the result, he wrote sarcas-
tic (parallel) lines in response to the grader. The Imperial Academy grader
Zheng scorned later became one of the administrators in the examinations
Zheng attended. Resentful of Zheng, the grader failed someone he believed
was Zheng because of the similar writing style. But as the names were revealed,
that unfortunate man was someone else, and Zheng passed as number one.3®

Many sources indicate the close connection between the intense compe-
tition and unorthodox styles in examination papers. Yao Mian %kililj (jinshi
1059), memorialized in 1092, rejected a proposal to lift the word limit for several
examination subjects. Yao complained that examinees’ writing was already too
lengthy on account of the pressure to “distinguish themselves from the crowd.*’
Examiners might have a different kind of pressure on their end too, especially if
they failed those with a public reputation. Shilin shihua recounts that in the year
Ouyang Xiu as administrator of examinations failed Liu Ji and other promising
candidates, Ouyang composed with his four coexaminers numerous changchou
shi VE5F (exchange poems) while supervising the exams. The poems quickly
circulated and stimulated fierce criticism. The unsuccessful candidates attacked
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Ouyang and others for indulging themselves with poetry and neglecting the hard
work of grading. Thereafter, for almost thirty years, no examiner dared to write
poetry during the examination period.*

In sum, the unorthodox styles were at least partly a product of the
increasingly competitive examinations. It was the candidates’ attempt to
showcase their talent and demonstrate their superiority. Guwen may be said to
be a product of such an examination system as well. But when one wrote in a
style that came to be called “unorthodox;” it was mainly a strategy to gain fame
and pass the examination. When one invoked the “ancient style” as opposed to
the “current” one, as numerous scholars have indicated, the purpose was often to
criticize the examination system itself. Guwen proponents may or may not have
written in one kind of unorthodox style or another at some point in their lives;
those who had once written in unorthodox styles may or may not have agreed
with the Guwen agenda. The anxiety to make oneself known was certainly not
limited to the Imperial Academy or the examination hall. Shi Jie’s peculiar
actions were highly political and performative—including the way he served Sun
Fu, his mentorship at the Imperial Academy, his “Eulogy for the Sagacious
Virtue of the Qingli Reign,” and perhaps also his calligraphy, which Ouyang Xiu
found illegible. Su Shi’s criticism of Shi Jie as jiaodan f&w#t (pretentious and
absurd) was probably quite to the point. But few criticized Shi Jie’s writing per se.
If Shi Jie’s anthology contains predominantly the work he wrote after he
acquired the jinshi degree,* then it makes good sense that we find little written
in unorthodox style(s).

From Wen to Dao

As argued above, Guwen and unorthodox styles might overlap, but they were
different in that Guwen was a kind of political and cultural critique, whereas
unorthodox styles were chiefly examination strategies. For Guwen proponents
such as Ouyang Xiu and Shi Jie, dao and wen were two sides of one coin,
although, as many have pointed out, Ouyang Xiu worked hard to create a new
and sustainable style and scrutinized the details of writing, whereas Shi Jie
seemed more interested in political opportunities.*? The wen that embodied dao
was not simply a morally correct and politically useful writing; it was efficacious
and transformative, which leads to the questions—how to learn the dao and why
one has to write.

In 1033, Ouyang Xiu advised examination candidate Zhang Fei to learn the
ancient dao from the classics. The dao is “what people like the Duke of Zhou,
Confucius, and Mencius had always been practicing”; the wenzhang is “what the
Six Classics record and still holds true today.** In his response to Zu Wuze’s %1
fE$% (1011-1085) question about writing, Ouyang Xiu laments that “the
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[ancient] way of mentoring has been lost” (shidao wang FfiiiT"), and therefore
students today have to learn directly from the classics. To begin, “first seek the
ideas [of the sages]” Acquiring the meaning of the classics makes one’s “mind
tranquil,” “dao pure,” and “inside solid” The result of a solid inside is splendid
writings and socio-political achievements.** Ouyang describes a transformative
process of “learning from the classics” from reading the sages’ words to
knowing their minds, and from one’s spiritual growth to one’s own writing. Such
a process assumes, first, that the classics best represent the dao, or what the
sages (authors of the classics) had in mind; second, that learners of later times
are able to apprehend the minds of the ancient sages from their writings.

When Gong Dingchen ¥/  (1010—-1086) asked Shi Jie about writing in
1037, Shi gave him an answer very similar to Ouyang Xiu’s. Shi accentuated
internal sensibility—enlightened cheng &% (sincerity) and pure shi &% (compre-
hensibility)—as necessary conditions to the production of wendian zheng S
1E (orthodox literature). Sincerity and comprehensibility come from one’s xing
Pk (innate capacity) born with heaven and earth.*> And the model of orthodox
literature is the writing of the ancient sages: the classics. The ancient sages,
Confucius in particular, were born with enlightened sincerity and pure com-
prehensibility; their words and actions naturally accorded with the dao. Men-
cius, Xunzi, Yang Xiong, and Han Yu, as well as all later seekers of the dao, had to
work hard to learn and follow the example set by the sages.*®

The conventional way to understand Ouyang Xiu and Shi Jie is to say that
one has to apprehend the dao before one writes. However, we can expand on this
view by refocusing on wen: one has to learn the dao from the wen of the sages
and transform this acquired dao into one’s own wen. For the Guwen writers, to
save “this wen of ours” was first and foremost about writing. The attitude toward
the classics and the belief in one’s innate capacity to apprehend the dao through
the classics formed the continuity between Guwen and Daoxue; it was in their
attitude toward writing that they parted.

Sun Fu wrote to Zhang Jiong that the Six Classics were all wen: to call them
“jing” was to venerate Confucius’s final redaction; the classics were shengren zhi
wen B2 N2 3C (the wen of the sages). Sun urged Zhang to aspire to make his
writing the si il (progeny) of the wen of the sages.*” Ouyang Xiu’s eulogy for Shi
Jie’s posthumous anthology also attests to this shared aspiration. He likened
Shi’s writings to the Six Classics, both of which would last for generations.*® In
another letter, Shi Jie writes that Shi Jianzhong “can master the craft of the
classics. Without the mediation of the commentaries, his mind directly meets
the sages’ minds. His sincerity is itself enlightened. Without meticulous studying
to the extreme, his innate capacity simply accords with the dao of the sages”*’
Echoing Ouyang Xiu’s advice to Zu Wuze that “to learn from the classics one
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first has to seek the ideas [of the sages],” Cheng Yi taught his disciples that to
read the classics, one must “first apprehend the yili [meanings and principles]”
JEZHHE7.°° As much as Cheng Yi emphasized humanity’s innate capacity to
apprehend the principle, he insisted on “pursuing the principle to the extreme
through the classics” H1£¢53 5.

This seems to be a paradox—as if apprehending the dao, the meanings and
principles (yili) of the sages/classics, is both the beginning and the end of classics
study. Yili seems not only the primary goal of learning but also a prerequisite for
accurate interpretation of the classics. But how can one grasp the principles of
the classics even before reading them? Or, if one already apprehends all the
principles, why bother to read the classics? One quick answer might be to study
under a mentor. But Ouyang Xiu asserted that there were no qualified mentors;
one had to learn directly from the classics. How exactly was “learning from the
classics” supposed to work? Let us look more closely at a few examples of Shi
Jie’s and Ouyang Xiu’s study of the classics before turning to Cheng Yi for
comparison.

In an essay titled “Worries and Diligence Do Not Shorten One’s Life,” Shi
Jie argues against Zheng Xuan’s ¥} % (127-200) commentary on the “Wen wang
shizi” 3L F1F (King Wen as the Crown Prince) chapter of Liji #4iLC (Book of
Rites), in which Zheng states, “King Wen [of Zhou]’s lifespan was shortened by
his diligence and worries; King Wu's years were extended by his comfort and
joy” CELIEEEE, T LL2484E4E.5> Shi provides a list of ancient kings,
including Yao, Shun, Yu (founder of the Xia Dynasty), Tang (founder of the
Shang Dynasty), Zhongzong, Gaozong, and Zujia of the Shang, who, according
to Shi, were all worried and diligent for their people and at the same time
enjoyed long lives. In contrast, later kings who indulged themselves in comfort
and pleasure died younger. Therefore, contrary to Zheng’s commentary, Shi
concludes that “worries and diligence extend one’s years; comfort and joy
shorten one’s life span.” Shi further states, “That which worries and works dili-
gently for all under heaven is the heart of a sage; that which seeks comfort and
pleasure for oneself alone is the tendency of an ordinary man” £ 8 X %, BA
2, 28— 5%, TLKZ 5.5 Here we see an interesting combination of
the religious (if I may so call it) and historical approaches to the classics. Shi Jie
wants to demonstrate that his own understanding of the classics is superior to
Zheng Xuan’s, through his orthodox belief (that worries and diligence are the
obligation of rulers, and good rulers should enjoy long lives) and historical
evidence (records of the life spans of ancient kings). While historical evidence
serves to support his claim, the right belief is really the key to accurate under-
standing of the mind of the sages.
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But what if the texts themselves do not quite support the right belief? For
Ouyang Xiu and many other literati at this time, it becomes a question of
authenticity. Ouyang Xiu pointed out the repetition and inconsistency in Yi
zhuan %% (Commentaries of the Book of Changes) and concluded that the
authorship of “Tuan” % (Judgments) and “Xiang” % (Images) must be different
from that of the rest of the chapters: the sage (Confucius) would not have written
in such a repetitive and inconsistent manner.”* He also believed that the Men-
cius could be used as a touchstone for the commentaries of the Book of Odes. In
his Shi benyi 7§ 47% (Original Meanings of the Odes), Ouyang explains that he
adopts most of the Mao Commentary with only minor corrections because it
“often accords with Mencius’s discussion on the Odes”>> He disagrees with
many of Zheng Xuan’s interpretations because they diverge from Mencius.”®

Many in Fan Zhongyan’s circle®” shared the belief that the authentic
classics should be coherent, the minds of the sages are accessible through their
writing, and one should hold onto the core doctrines. Sun Fu held that the core
doctrine of the Spring and Autumn Annals was “to honor and to privilege the
king [zun wang % F]7°® Hu Yuan #5 (993—1059) saw the Book of Changes as
“exclusively about changef’59 Zhou Yaoqing JHFEM (995-1045, jinshi 1024)
likewise applied the Analects and the Mencius as touchstones for earlier com-
mentaries. Zhou’s biography in the Song History tells us, “Studying the Odes,
[Zhou] investigated the fundamental meaning of this classic according to what
Confucius said, ‘the three hundred odes can be summarized in one sentence:
“think no deviance” and what Mencius said, ‘those who interpret the Odes and
acquire the [original] meaning directly by their own minds get it right! Thus
[Zhou] revealed the right and the wrong parts of the Mao and the Zheng
commentaries [of the Odes]” T2 (i) , UILTFAEE [ G =8, —5 Bk
<, BT | . @l [a G HFUURWE, RRfR ] BEdhiE,
MR W2 #52:.% If the principles of all the classics cohere, embodying the
mind of the sages, it makes sense that accurate understanding of the segments
depends on accurate understanding of the whole. And yet there would be no way
to understand the whole without starting from the segments. We see Shi Jie,
Ouyang Xiu, and others emphasize the importance of direct access to the
classics and prioritize their own reading over former commentaries. We see
them claim to have acquired the principles of the classics without the mediation
of former commentaries or strenuously memorizing every word. But we never
see them claim to be able to connect to the mind of the sages without the
classics. I call their method a preliminary hermeneutic circle: start with the
segments and aim at the whole. Once you have apprehended what seems to be
the principle, test it against other segments. For Ouyang Xiu and Zhou Yaoqing,
The Analects and the Mencius seemed the best segments to start with.
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The Continuous Hermeneutic Circle

Were the classics as crucial for Cheng Yi as they were for Ouyang Xiu and Shi Jie
in approaching the dao? As a student at the Imperial Academy in 1056, Cheng Yi
impressed the instructor, Hu Yuan, with his answer to the prompt, “Yanzi suo
hao he xue lun” gH¥ T iS5 (Discuss the learning that Master Yan [Yan
Hui] aspired to). Cheng’s main arguments in this essay: sagehood can be learned;
to become a sage is the major goal of learning; the capacity to become a sage lies
within. He opens with a succinct statement, “The only thing Master Yan aspired
to was . .. learning to achieve the dao of the Sages” BT BT lif ¥+ LR
N2 iEt. Cheng contrasts Yan Hui to the other three thousand disciples of
Confucius, all skilled in “the Odes, Documents, and the Six Arts”; Yan Hui stood
out among them for his concentration on inner cultivation. Cheng further
contrasts two kinds of learning: one seeking within, the other seeking outward.
Outward learning refers to memorizing vast amounts of (trivial) knowledge and
writing in fancy, decorative styles, while inward learning cultivates innate
capacity (xing). If one “understands that capacity, turns inward, and realizes it”
H1HAE, RMIFEZ, one becomes a sage.’ Important as it is, the question of
whether reading the classics constitutes inward or outward learning is not quite
answered by this essay.

Before turning to other materials for an answer, I want to make two more
points in Cheng’s essay. First, unless one is born a sage like Confucius (who
presents a very rare case), learning to become a sage is a long process, even if one
appropriately seeks inner cultivation. Unfortunately, Yan Hui died young—his
life was simply too short for him to achieve sagehood. Second, whereas the
contrast in Shi Jie’s and Ouyang Xiu’s writings is often between the ancient and
the present, Cheng Yi stresses the inner versus the outer. But the content of
Cheng’s inner is very similar to Shi’s and Ouyang’s ancient—wing (innate capac-
ity), cheng (sincerity or true realization), or what is shared by the ancient sages and
people of later times. And what Cheng condemns as the outer is almost identical
to what Shi and Ouyang criticize about the present—memorization and ornate
writing. The rhetorical focus shifts from the ancient to the inner, but the core
doctrine remains.

In his early essay on Yan Hui, Cheng does not elaborate on the connection
between “seeking inward” and reading the classics. In the record of his con-
versations with disciples, however, he clearly devoted time to teaching them how
to read the classics. For Cheng Yi, the right way to read the classics transforms
the reader from within. Like Shi Jie and Ouyang Xiu, Cheng Yi believed that all
the classics shared a coherent set of principles and one text could be used to
understand another. In line with Ouyang Xiu and Zhou Yaoqing, Cheng taught
his students to begin with the Analects and the Mencius. Once the learner
“exhausts the Analects and the Mencius, there naturally comes the key” to the
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other classics. In addition, Cheng identified the “Zhongyong” ' (Doctrine of
the Mean) as the guide to reading the Spring and Autumn Annals, and “Daxue”
K% (The Great Learning) as the ru de zhi men N2 "] (entryway to virtue).
The reader has to “first grasp a yili” 5 23 with the help of those key texts
before proceeding to the Spring and Autumn Annals.®>

But Cheng did not stop there. His hermeneutic circle was a ceaseless one, a
lifelong process. He recounted his own experience of reading the Analects:
“I began to read the Analects at the age of seventeen and eighteen. At that time
I already knew the meaning of the words. But the longer I read it, the more
deeply I apprehended its ideas. There are people who, after reading the Analects,
are not affected at all, who delight in appreciating one or two sentences, who
learn to value it, and also who cannot help dancing in ecstasy.®> Cheng describes
his changing relation to the Analects in youth and old age, and the variety of
human responses the Analects provokes. Reading the Analects in the right way
leads to inner transformation. But it is also possible to read it in the wrong way:
“If someone was one person before reading the Analects, and is still the same

6% Reading the Analects allows

person after reading it, it is as if he never read it
us to discover our innate capacity, which transforms us into more capable
readers who continue to discover yet more innate capacity. Reading the classics
and engaging in a continuous hermeneutic circle is perhaps the most important
approach to “studying things and pursuing the principle to the extreme” ¥4 %5
B, Cheng advocated this simultaneously circular and cumulative method:
“Study one thing today, study another tomorrow, accumulate much of the
practice, and subsequently one transforms and sees what brings everything
together.®

We can now answer the question of whether reading the classics was
inward or outward learning for Cheng Yi. For him, it depends on how one reads
them: read in the right way, the classics become the catalyst for a long process of
inner transformation. They are the best key to comprehending the Principle and
discovering one’s innate capacity. This continuous hermeneutic circle also
resolves the paradox left by Shi Jie and Ouyang Xiu, for whom “first grasping the
yili” seemed a once-and-for-all task, accomplished early in their lives, which
then guaranteed their understanding of the classics as well as their effective
writing. They did not quite explain how they grasped the yili in the first place.
Cheng Yi, on the other hand, confessed his inability to appreciate all the yili on
first reading—only when he had read the Analects many times and let himself
gradually be transformed by it could he understand.

Peter Bol sees a “radical break” between Cheng Yi and the mid-eleventh-
century Guwen leaders, a break characterized by Cheng’s claim that, as Bol puts
it, “the individual could apprehend real values directly with the mind without
the mediation of culture and personality.” Bol also observes that for Cheng Yi the
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ultimate goal of learning was “ethical conduct” rather than “reflection upon the
textual tradition”®® I see Cheng Yi’s philosophy of learning from a different
angle—through his approach to the classics, the exemplar of writing and “cul-
ture” Cheng attempted to establish a new (or return to the right) way of
reflecting on the textual tradition and elaborate a philosophy that is not only
about the capacity of individuals to apprehend real values but also about the
method of doing so and the indispensable role of the classics in such a method.
I also see continuity in Ouyang Xiu’s, Shi Jie’s, and Cheng Yi’s attitudes toward
the classics and their belief in humanity’s innate capacity, despite their diverse
interests partly due to their different social and political positions.

In situating eleventh-century Guwen in the tradition of literary criticism and
refocusing attention on the Confucian classics as the model of wen and key to the
dao, I have tried to reconsider the continuity and development from Guwen to
Daoxue. “What is good writing” was an important question for the Guwen
proponents in the mid-eleventh century. It was important first because writing
was how the examination system ranked candidates and also because people like
Shi Jie and Ouyang Xiu earnestly believed that writing acted as the extension of
an author’s cultivated personality. Although Cheng Yi no longer found that
question relevant, he inherited the same attitude toward the classics. He also
believed that the classics are the best path to approach the dao, the message of
ancient sages in the classics must be coherent and inter-relatable, and the
capacity to apprehend that message lies within one’s mind. If Ouyang Xiu worked
hard to develop a writing style that most effectively and efficaciously embodies
the author’s mind, and Shi Jie was eager to prove to his contemporaries that he
(and those he approved) had apprehended the minds of the ancient sages, Cheng
Yi seemed to spend more time teaching his students how to read the classics. The
Guwen writers dedicated their lives to reviving the wen of the ancient sages by
producing their own wen. Cheng Yi, the Daoxue pioneer, taught his disciples to
pay attention to the process of reading the ancient sages’ wen. The focus shifted
from “what is good writing” to “what is good reading” Yet the classics as the
ultimate form of wen and crystallization of the ancient sages’ dao remained the
core of learning.
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Notes
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10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

For instance, in his discussion of Song literati’s reception of Han Yu, Qian Zhongshu
makes a distinction between Ouyang Xiu, who “venerated [Han Yu] as the master of wen,’
and Shi Jie, who “listed him in the lineage of dao” and “never treated him as a literatus”
Qian, Tanyi lu, 74. Similar distinction is made in Chin, Songdai xueshu, 211—27; Zhu, Bei
Song guwen, 136—65; Ho, Bei Song de guwen, 70, 144.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 18.212.

Here my essay departs from Peter Bol’s characterization of Cheng Yi and Cheng’s dif-
ference from Shi Jie and Ouyang Xiu. While I do not disagree that for Cheng Yi, “real
values stemmed from heaven-and-earth; they inhered in self and things and could be
recognized directly by the mind, but they were not creations of human thought and
culture” (Bol, “This Culture of Ours,” 301; a similar statement can also be seen in Bol,
“Ch’eng Yi,” 172), such a distinction between “heaven-and-earth” and “human thought and
culture” veils a crucial aspect of both Guwen and Daoxue, namely, that the dao and the
true wen (the classics) are simultaneously transcendent and mundane. I shall argue that
although Cheng Yi’s soteriology was innovative in method, he shared the same assump-
tions about the classics and humanity’s innate capacity with many eleventh-century
Guwen proponents.

This phrase is from the “Canon of Yao” ##4 in the Book of Documents . Shangshu
3.47a. It is quoted and elaborated in the “Great Preface” to the Mao Commentary of Shijing
¥ and the “Explication of Poetry” H5F chapter of the Literary Mind and the Carving of
Dragons LU REE. Maoshi 1.13a. Liu, Wenxin diaolong, 6.1a.

This notion of collecting poetry as a political institution comes from the Mao Com-
mentary of Shijing. Maoshi 1.13a.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 18.212—13.

Ibid., 2.13.

Su, Dongpo tiba, 3.6b—7a.

Zong-qi Cai uses yong as in the ti-yong # H relationship to understand the de % of wen in
the Wenxin diaolong. Yong is the embodiment of ti. Likewise, wen is the embodiment
(rather than embellishment) of dao. Cai, “Wen, 5—6.

David Pollard understands Cao Pi’s gi as “the ‘breath’ of native capability of distinctive
genius”” Pollard, “Ch’i) 48—50. Yu-yu Cheng argues that Cao Pi refers to precisely the gi of
the author, the inborn capacity that constitutes one’s personality, talent, and physical
body. It cannot be learned and cannot be passed down from father to son. Cheng also
points out that authors from the third century on were accustomed to using the same set
of vocabulary to describe the gi of wen and that of a person. Yu-yu Cheng, Liuchao wengi,
70—85. Stephen Owen characterizes gi as “an ongoing something, something in process,’
and emphasizes Cao Pi’s analogy between literary works and improvisatory music, which
“engages the ongoing constructive powers of the composer-performer” Owen, Readings,
65—67.

Yu-yu Cheng, Liuchao wengi, 166. Owen, Readings, 220.

Ouyang, “Letter in Reply to Degree Candidate Wu” %7754 &, Ouyang Xiu quanji,
47.664: NAGHE 2, UM A 2. The translation follows Egan, Literary Works, 22.
Ouyang, Ouyang Xiu quanji, 47.664: #1182 155, HAT TR, NAKR, AZ 1,
Yu-yu Cheng argues that for Liu Xie, the gi of the author is innate, while the literary
techniques that contribute to the expression of gi through writing (cigi) can be learned.
Yu-yu Cheng, Liuchao wengi, 122.
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Cheng + What Was Good Writing (or Reading)?

Egan, Literary Works, 23.

For example, Bol, “This Culture of Ours,” 181—82; Chin, Songdai xueshu, 211—13; Ho, Bei
Song de guwen, 46—47; Zhu, Bei Song guwen, 136—44; Xu, Sixiang de zhuanxing, 362—63;
Skonicki, “Guwen’ Lineage Discourse,” 21.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 12.135.

Ibid., 13.143—44. Translation cf. Bol, “This Culture of Ours,” 182.

For example, Egan, Literary Works, 13.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 12.138-39.

I agree with Douglas Skonicki’s characterization of Sun Fu and Shi Jie as “cultural war-

we

riors” in the Guwen movement. Skonicki, “Guwen’ Lineage Discourse,” 17—24.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 15.173-74.

Ibid., 15.182.

Before Sun died, he entrusted his son to ask Shi Jie to draft his posthumous memorial. Shi,
Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 9.102. Also see Chen, Shi Jie shiji, 33.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 2.18, 19.

In Sun Fu’s epitaph, Ouyang Xiu recalls how Kong Daofu fLiEfii (986—1039) was
impressed by Shi Jie’s conduct. Ouyang, Ouyang Xiu quanji, 30.457.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 13.146.

Ibid., 4.49. The verse was written between 1039 and 1042.

Egan, Literary Works, 24—27. Chin, Songdai xueshu, 211—17. Ho, Bei Song de guwen, 164—
68, 219—24.

Zhang, Lequan xiansheng wenji, 20.32.

Ho, Bei Song de guwen, 166.

For instance, as Takashi Takatsu indicates, Ouyang Xiu used bianti a few times to refer to
what he considered a positive change. Takatsu argues that the Imperial Academy style
included poetry, rhapsody, and prose and therefore could not be equated with Guwen. He
understands bianti as a large trend from pianti §f## (parallel style) to santi % (non-
parallel style) during the 1030s and 1040s. Takatsu, “Bei Song wenxue,” 25—36. I would add
that bianti was not used as a proper noun. It referred to styles that were not conventional,
be it good or bad, parallel or not.

Li, Xu zizhi tongjian, 164.3946. The year 1042 was also when Shi Jie was appointed lecturer
at the Imperial Academy;, a year before the short-lived Qingli Reformation officially began.
It was Yao Mian’s kil memorial in 1092. Li, Xu zizhi, 472.11261.

Ye, Shilin shihua, xia.353.

Takatsu identifies this passage as part of a fi-rhapsody /if. Takatsu, “Bei Song wenxue,” 26.
Shen, Mengxi bitan, 9.341.

Ibid., 9.341. Anecdotes like this make one wonder if the unpredictability in the anonymous
examination system challenged what people believed about the ties between the author
and the text. Could this be a shared background against which some embraced the
playfulness of writing (such as Su Shi), while others turned to reject writing as an
imperative (such as Cheng Yi)?

Li, Xu zizhi tongjian, 472.11261.

Ye, Shilin shihua, xia.353.

See Chen Zhi’e’s preface to Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 1. See also Chen, Shi Jie shiji.
For Ouyang Xiu’s innovation in prose, see for instance, Egan, Literary Works, ch. 2.
Ouyang, Ouyang Xiu quanji, 978: Jai, 2. L7 &2 AEH AT 2 A2 .
CE, HINEEPTEL, A TS 2 .
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44.

45.

46.
47.
48.

49.

50.

51.

52.
53.
54.

55.

Ibid,, 1009: SHFEAMAL, WAL SERILED, RAMHILE, e TEAE, JERR g+
FE, PRSI SCEOREG, MM 4, This letter was written before 1038,
when Zu Wuze acquired a jinshi degree.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 18.213: BURHWAES, P, BIPEAESE, aidl. BLaRA%,
A, PEIERIERIE 2R, Sk RO 22, SR I SC i IE 22, Bol uses Shi Jie's letter to Cai
Qi (“Shang Cai fushu shu” [ 2%l i % [Letter to Vice Commissioner Cai], which Bol dates
to 1033 and Chen Zhi'e dates to 1034) and his inscription to a Confucian temple
(“Songcheng xian fuzi miaoji” ARMHE K T EiGC [Inscription to the Confucian Temple in
Songcheng County], 1037) to argue for a shift from “link[ing] the lofty and distant tao of
the primordial beginning with the practical” to “not rely[ing] on the idea of a tao of
heaven-and-earth” This paves the way for his argument that Cheng Yi’s assertion about
humanity’s innate endowments from heaven-and-earth is a “radical denial of the ku-wen
premise that values are a human construct” Bol, “This Culture of Ours,” 181—82, 209. My
reading of Shi’s 1037 inscription is different. I do not see it as asserting “the tao of the sage
is better than heaven-and-earth?” Instead, its thesis is that the dao of the sages remains the
same in good times as well as bad. Furthermore, Shi’s letter to Gong Dingchen (“Song
Gong Dingchen xu” j% #2 1 Fi /7 [Farewell Letter to Gong Dingchen]) that I cite here was
written in precisely the same year as the 1037 inscription where Shi explicitly attributes
“orthodox literature (or culture)” to humanity’s innate capacity (xing), born with heaven-
and-earth.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 18.213.

Sun, Sun Mingfu xiaoji, 2.9a—10a.

Ouyang, Ouyang Xiu quanji, 46. This is a eulogy and of course cannot be taken at face
value. But it is the rhetoric that matters.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 13.15: eI, ANHFHZH, O AZ.0H
oo BEAARTY, A hE e, PR A Z I A 5.

Cheng and Cheng, Er Cheng ji, 164. Cheng made a similar distinction between students in
ancient and later times. Students in the past learned under good mentorship and so could
“apprehend the yili through reading the classics” Students today, however, had to “first
apprehend the yili before being able to read the classics” This passage should not be
understood as a proposal to acquire the yili without the classics. Instead, it was a criticism
of all the current methods of reading the classics he considered wrong and unable to lead
to the apprehension of the dao. The learner has to “first apprehend the yili” through the
right approach to the classics, not without them.

Ibid., 158. Ouyang Xiu uses yi i (ideas), whereas Cheng Yi uses yili ##! (meanings and
principle/pattern). Cheng Yi indeed ventured into a world of metaphysics that Ouyang Xiu
or Shi Jie did not elaborate on. Ouyang Xiu’s yi refers to the ideas that come from the
sages’ mind. Cheng Yi’s yili is linked to the principle. However, Ouyang Xiu did assume
that there was some intrinsic connection between the sages’ mind and everyone else’s. It is
the development from Ouyang Xiu and Shi Jie to Cheng Yi rather than rupture that
I emphasize.

Zheng, Liji zhushu, 20.3a.

Shi, Culai Shi xiansheng wenji, 11.120-21.

Ouyang, Yi tongzi wen, juan 3, Ouyang Xiu quanji, 1119—23. For more examples of Song
discussions on the issue of authenticity, see Qu, “Songren yijing de fengqi”; Yeh, Songren
yijing gaijing kao; Chen, Bei Song wenhua shi, 190—203.

Ouyang, Shi benyi, 14.12a.
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56.  Ibid, 1.1b—2a. For the changing understanding of Mencius in interpreting Shijing from
ancient to late imperial times, see Cai, “Richness of Ambiguity”

57. Qi Xia uses “Fan Zongyan jituan” JiAT# 4 to refer to a group of scholar-officials who
were in one way or another involved in Fan Zhongyan’s 1043 reform, including Fu Bi = i
(1004—1083), Han Qi # (1008—1075), Ouyang Xiu, Yin Shu ¥k (1001-1047), Hu
Yuan, Shi Jie, Sun Fu, and others. See Qi, “Fan Zhongyen jituan”

58.  Sun, Chunqiu zunwang fawei, 1.1.

59.  Hu, Zhouyi kouyi, fati.2a.

60. Tuo et al, Song shi, 432.12846—47. Song shi also records that Fan Zhongyan once
recommended Zhou Yaoqing to the court for his “[knowledge of] the classics, and his
behavior accordingly can be a teacher of others,” and yet Zhou died before assuming any
position in the capital.

61.  Cheng and Cheng, Er Cheng ji, 577-78.

62. Ibid., 164, 205, 277.

63. Ibid, 261: L. \ilamah, EROBECR. 2 mA, SRR E. Wi A
RS, AT TR W, AR TR, AT RAMTZ
PEZ 22 F . The last phrase is an allusion to the Mao Commentary of Shijing.

64.  Ibid, 261: WIRGEER, WRERTUEER AN, M TR UEEFE N, TR EHIH.

65.  Ibid, 188: A HAx—fF, WIHIUS—F, MEE, RRIRA B A EHEE.

66.  Bol, “This Culture of Ours,” 301, 305.
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The notion of “soul” (ling #) appears several times in Zhu Xi’s writings in a very prominent posi-
tion, e. g. at the beginnings of the Daxue zhangju and of his preface to the Zhongyong zhangju, in
both cases in the form of the linguistic unit “Empty Soul-Consciousness” (xuling J& % ). It is
straightforward to see that the expression xuling has Daoist and Buddhist connotations, as it appears
in medieval Chinese sources from these schools. Its exact meaning, however is much more difficult
to grasp.

In my paper I shall demonstrate that the terms /ing and xuling in the Confucian context are closely
tied to the perceptions of the virtue attached to the Heavens. They act as a basic framework with
certain religious characteristics, connecting to the “mind/heart” (xin (») and the traditional Chinese
soul concepts (hun Z{ and po H{). Additionally, I shall demonstrate, how this approach of Zhu Xi
was challenged in later times. Already his disciples began to demystify this concept, a trend that
continued to gain momentum in the last decades of the Song dynasty.
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Difference in Luo, Qin-shun and Wang, Ting-xiangs’ Theory of Qi
Kuo, Pao-Wen
Abstract

Academics are hard to reach a consensus on Luo, Qin-shun’s theory is a part of Neo-
Confucianism, or a part of Qi theory. This research will discover the consistent context
in Luo, Qin-shun’s Qi theory. For example, Luo, Qin-shun had advocated the principle
of qi and qi are intimate but not the same thing, and he had valued the principle more
than manifestations. He had also emphasized the distinction between dao-xin ( #&() )
and ren-xin(_A_[» ), and he also had valued the importance of dao-xin( #8.(» ). Therefore,
Luo, Qin-shun had paid more attention to the theories of self-cultivation, which were
focused on how to return the principle of qi and dao-xin ( 7E.[» ) , such as to investigate
things, to abandon desires, and to respect. “Returning” and “developing” are different
aspects between Luo, Qin-shun and Wang, Ting-xiangs’ Theory, and it had indicated
the particularity of Luo, Qin-shun’s philosophy.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty, theory of Qi, Luo, Qin-shun, Wang Ting-xiang
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