PESCEHR I
2023 427 H EH 001~040
EX PN Kol B3 5

G "5 T & BCRIETE
—HGhiE) 3 (F )

/AN

e =

HWRNAERFEENS T AE ) B HoEENEE - EE L FRTHRMEEE
SERYSCRREASL » BB R R O R IEHY (BB Z ) - TR T R 2
HRIERIZUARE S ) IVEG - SR B ROCRT - fifiFe T S ) mARETR -

TEORMTE FEEEESE T TR TR Bl T E TR
THEE TE BT AVEAE S MR - ERIEID S R TR RERVEER - T
TEEEHAERAOV BRI R e By (5 ) BT ] ) BRI E— T
WHIRR% - EEEARARE (GRsE) 260 £ (B ) AlEEEEEA - 280 » B250I0R

# <% 112.03.15 fc4f » 112.08.03 % 4 i i -

TRz AHAEY W B ALIT B A KERINE FSEAZ IS A EY R
TR MER PRI NA R ARG LR X
FFEFREFEE  25d - F2 2 FL20F LF A RETH LR fromy
% 7 B 3 1 DOI:10.29419/SICL.202307_(56).0001



2 B X8 B s B AN

HILAERANG - AHIFE RS MM EnEs - R £
G )~ (& T) R (CBEZE) T T & ) JSLEBUaHIARES TEERN (5 5
m 5 WHRL T E ) BIFER - = CH7) BE > HBEE T EIRAVEGE - (5
B1 T 2% | VR B 8 2 WiETae - NIMA T RS0 - A0
EERLL GrsB) >~ CEEZE) (&7 ) R (CBT) BE > BUSREH > &R

ez iz 5, T ZEEIRAG -

BIERED: L GFo MAEH 5 -6 &



Evolution of the Relationship between
“Trustworthiness” and “Righteousness” in

Early Confucianism:

From “The Analects of Confucius” to “Xunzi”
Yang Kuo-Kang”

Abstract

For pre-Qin Confucian scholars, “loyalty and trustworthiness” (zhongxin)
held significant value. In fact, apart from widely-known texts, the “Way of
Loyalty and Trustworthiness” found in the Guodian Chu Slips also used almost
an entire slip to extensively depict the concept of “loyalty and trustworthiness.”
In the textual context of early Confucian works, apart from the instances where
“loyalty and trustworthiness” were closely linked, “loyalty” and
“trustworthiness” were often associated with “benevolence” and
“righteousness.” The connection between “loyalty” and “benevolence” and

between “trustworthiness” and ‘“righteousness”—in particular the latter—

* M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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became more apparent, a fact that piqued the interest of the author of this paper.
While gathering related information, the author discovered a subtle relationship
between “trustworthiness” and “righteousness” within pre-Qin Confucianism,
which became increasingly evident from The Analects of Confucius to the
Xunzi. Despite its prevalence, the academic community has not deeply explored
this relationship. The purpose of this paper is to address this gap in
understanding. The author believes that in The Analects of Confucius, Mencius,
and the “Way of Loyalty and Trustworthiness,” “righteousness” was able to
manifest through the political context of “trustworthiness,” while
“trustworthiness” had to be guided by “righteousness” as a principle. By the
time of the “Xunzi,” in response to the rise of the School of Jixia, the
relationship between “trustworthiness” and “righteousness” gradually extended
to discussions of the differentiation between kings and rulers, resulting in a
more enriched significance. In this paper, the author primarily focuses on The
Analects of Confucius, the “Way of Loyalty and Trustworthiness,” Mencius,
and Xunzi, supplemented by various classical texts, to discuss the
interrelationship between “ trustworthiness “ and “righteousness” in early

Confucianism.
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