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A Preliminary Study on £ (“wei”)
Sentences in ERdy (“Yue Ming”), in the

“Tsinghua Bamboo Slips (Vol. 3)”

Tsai Hao-hsuan*

Abstract

This paper discusses the f£ (“wei”) sentences in Eidp (“Yue Ming”)
involved in “Tsinghua Bamboo Slips (Vol. 3).” Much has been done in
researching the ff (“wei”) clefts, including the differences between focus
markers which the word £ (“wei”) marks by way of its location, and the
differences between focus-marking ff (“wei”) and copula ff (“wei”).
However, the question remains, in 743 (“Yue Ming”), which also belongs to
the category of [&Z (“Shangshu”), does the word £ (“wei”) really function
in the same as has been demonstrated by previous research? Therefore, we
focuses on the £ (“wei”) sentences in the Zdy (“Yue Ming”), and explore
their focus distribution and pragmatic purposes.

This paper discovers that most of the = (“wei”) sentences in Ef

(“Yue Ming”) are cleft sentences. Some of them focus on the whole clause, and

* M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan Normal University.
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others focus on the predicate, in accordance with the results of previous studies.
While this paper refers to previous interpretations of the text of :idr (“Yue
Ming” ), it also proposes novel opinions and takes issues with aspects of
previous studies. Finally, this paper compares :idi (“Yue Ming”) with the
3 (“Ming”) chapters in 5 [&& (“Jinwen Shangshu”), and speculates as to
the reason for the considerable number of cleft sentences. | believe that the high
proportion of £ (“wei” ) sentences is one of the aspects that characterizes i

i (“Yue Ming”)asa @5 (“Ming”) chapter.

Keywords: 37437 (“Yue Ming”), fE(“wei”) sentences, judgment sentence,

cleft sentence
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