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Songs of Nu Zhen:

Luo Qilan’s Imitation of Yu Xisheng’s Yan Tai Si Shou and the
Meaning Behind Her Imitation of Li Shangying

L1 Pin-shan*

Abstract

This thesis centers on Luo Qilan’s Imitation of Yu Xisheng’s Yan Tai Si
Shou. Through a comparison with Li Shangying’s Yan Tai Si Shou, this article
attempts preliminarily research into the question of “how Li Shangying affected
women poets of the Qing Dynasty.” Reading the poems reveals that Luo Qi Lan
had an apparent intent to innovate by showing her reflections on and challenges
to Li Shang Ying, while also being influenced by him in her imitation poems.
In the literary form of the poems, she inherited the gorgeousness and ambiguity
of imagery from Li Shangying’s poems. However, she removed one feature
from Li Shangying’s poems: obscure correlations between images.
Additionally, she strengthened unity of her group poems as well, creatively
structuring a “group of imitation poems.” In the literary content of the poems,
Luo expressed her dissatisfaction with the connection between women and
romantic themes, introducing “gentlemanly women” (no different from

ordinary male intellectual “gentlemen” who care for the country and people) as

* M.A. student, Graduate Institute of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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her response. By analyzing these poems, we can rectify the existing discourses
on “how Li Shangying affected female poets of the Qing Dynasty.” This
paper’s analysis especially shows that women poets did not always acquire so-
called “feminine beauty” from Li Shangying. On the contrary, they manifested
an “androgynous” style. With regards past research into Luo Qilan, scholars
have suggested that her book editing work shows that her “pursuit of literary
fame” was distinct from that of other women poets in the history. This article
points out that Luo’s imitative poetry works show her intention to pursue poetic

fame.

Keywords: Luo Qilan, Imitation of Yu Xi Sheng’s Yan Tai Si Shou, Li
Shangying, Yan Tai Si Shou, imitation poems, groups of imitation

poems, androgyny, the pursuit of literary fame
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