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Painting Poems and Politics:
Exploration on Painting Poems of
Hongwu Emperor

Lien, Wen-Ping”

Abstract

Hongwu Emperor (1328-1398) had a taste for appreciating calligraphy and
painting by referring to the palace collections of previous dynasties and paintings
donated from various places. This article examines his appreciation of paintings,
including notes, praises, inscriptions and poems. He loved the liveliness, harmony
and richness in these paintings. The language of the topic he writes is frank and
simple, with word formation and structuring quite conventional. However, he could
depict detailed pictures, gallop through imagination, and immerse himself in the
scenery and imagery. Because he held supreme power, his appreciation also reveals
political associations. Using the subject to depict favored and dismissed ministers,
he demonstrates possession of the realm, with the hope of laying the foundation for a

peaceful and prosperous era.

Keywords: Hongwu Emperor, painting poem, palace, painting, politics

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University.
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