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The War and Martial Performance in
the Yuan and Ming drama:

A Case Study of the Yuchi Gong
Narration

Wang, Shih-Pe”

Abstract

This article aims to primarily investigate the martial plays of classical Chinese
drama. In order to explore the earlier expression of martial plays and the narrative
transformation of the war and battle, I choose a series of Yuchi gong plays in the
Yuan and Ming drama as the case study, from Yuankan zaju, Ming court zaju, Ming
chungqi, to the late Ming miscellanies. It initially concludes that the developing
process of zaju from Yuan to Ming is the most crucial. In the Yuan edition zaju, it’s
story places emphasis on describing the surroundings and psychological implications
before or after the war, while making use of the songs as a mean of martial
deliverance. As for the Ming court zaju plays, since their restricted audiences like
to watch them revised or rewritten by the court performers, they always show the
high-lightened political-right trend. Also, because of the rich resources and plenty
of performers of the court, the performance of the court martial zaju plays develops
towards to the professional and division of labor. In the Ming chungi play, Yuchi
gong’s image appears to be a recluse figure in the village, which then influences
the excerpts in the late Ming drama miscellanies to emerge the “war-eliminating”
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metaphors. metaphors.

Keywords: martial plays, Yuchi gong, Yuan zaju, Ming court plays,

mowanguan manuscripts
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