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The Memory Space of Record Shop: Nostalgic Writing

Constructed by Contemporary Pop Songs and Prose

Liu, Chien-Chih*

Abstract

This article uses the works of contemporary singer-songwriters and music critics'
essays as examples to analyze the "record shop" space. In the creation and performance
of popular songs, many landscapes that no longer exist form a unique memory context,
evoked by the songs. In Jan Assmann's research, “spatialization” and “symbolization” are
employed to demonstrate the memory model. Popular songs and prose serve as cultural
storage media, recorded in music and literary texts.

This article draws on the perspectives of “cultural geography” and “cultural
memory” to analyze the music and prose of Wangfu, Mayday, Ma Shi-fang, Jiao Yuan-pu,
Ye Yun-ping. In these texts, “Viva rock” and “Tower Records” appeared repeatedly,
forming a kind of “communicative memory.” There is also “intertextuality” within these
works, collectively depicting the prosperity of music during the analog era. They address
cultural issues such as memory space, nostalgic writing, changes in industrial structure,
and shifts in the post-modern landscape. These works reflect on the emotional structure
of the digital age, creating a memory space that summons the past to the present,

expanding the scope of records and memories, and presenting a richer communication and

* Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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cross-border flow.

Keywords: pop songs, prose, record shop, memory, cultural memory
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