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“Hollow of Space” and “Hollow Mountains”:
Intertextual Metaphors in Highest Clarity
Scriptures

Zhang, Meng-Ru *

Abstract

The notion of “Hollow mountains” (kong shan) and related phrases are found in three
hagiographies of the School of Highest Clarity, dating from the Eastern Jin dynasty (317-
420). This study examines the meaning of “Hollow mountains” and argues that this term,
along with “Hollow of space” (kong dong), which forms a common vocabulary in the
poetry of Visitation of Perfected-transcendents (jiangzhen shi) in the Highest Clarity
scriptures, constitute a pair of intertextual metaphors.

The phrase “Hollow mountains” is a metaphor for the “Hollow of space mountains,”
where the Yellow Emperor sought advice from Guang Chengzi concerning the meaning
of the Dao. “Hollow of space” is a mountain corresponding to the cone-shaped space
created by Big Dipper and as it orbits around the celestial pole. The North Star, situated
“above the hollow of space,” is the abode of Great One (tai yi), which symbolizes the
Dao.

In Highest Clarity hagiographies, the “Hollow mountains” are the locale where

adepts attained scriptures and acroamas, thereby became Perfected-transcendents (zhen
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ren). In contrast, the “Hollow of space” in the poetry of Visitation of Perfected-
transcendents is the “parking lot” where Perfected-transcendents park their cloud-chariots
and curtained carriages. Additionally, the meaning of “Hollow of space” also reflects the
cosmogenic thought of the School of Highest Clarity, inherited from the Han and Wei
dynasties. “Hollow of space” is equivalent to “Grand simplicity” (tai su), a stage of the
beginning of heaven and earth where there is only “substance” but no specific form or

life. It is also a metaphor for the Dao.

Keywords: Highest clarity hagiographies, Declarations of the perfected, hollow of space,

hollow mountains, intertextuality
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