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Peaceful Life and Family Business Succession: A
Study of Zheng Yongxi and Beiguo Yuan's Poetry

and Prose in the Qing Dynasty

Ye, Ruei-Chen™

Abstract

The Chinese garden is a distinctive symbol of individual life, culture, and social
form. It reflects the rich meaning derived from the interaction between people and place.
Zheng Yongxi— a Zhugqian literatus of the Qing dynasty, constructed the Beiguo Yuan as
a means to settle himself. Moreover, he intended the garden to represent the Zheng
family’s noble role in the locality. Beiguo Yuan is a significant model in the historical
development of traditional Chinese gardens in Taiwan. The relationship between Beiguo
Yuan and traditional Chinese gardens includes both inheritance and new meanings,
reflecting the evolution and spread of traditional Chinese gardens in Taiwan.

In this article, I explore Zheng Yongxi’s writings of Beiguo Yuan. I begin by
analyzing the relationship between the construction of Beiguo Yuan and Zheng Yongxi’s
life as a literatus. Next, I explain the Zheng family’s consciousness of inheritance, as it

related to Beiguo Yuan. Through this discussion, the spatial meaning and status of Beiguo

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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Yuan in the history of traditional Chinese garden in Taiwan are revealed.

Keywords: Beiguo Yuan, Zheng Yongxi, Zhugian, resettlement, family inheritance
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