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On Hu Bingwen’s Acceptance and Adaptation of
Zhu Xi’s Doctrine in Gan Xing Shi Tong

Chen-tao Shih*

Abstract

Through examining the main theme of Hu’s work Gan Xing Shi Tong &%
B EF3H, this article discusses Hu Bingwen'’s S/ viewpoint on Zhu Xi’s 2
# series of poems “Zhai Ju Gan Xing” 75 & /i, and how this relates to his
acceptance and adaptation of Zhu’s thinking. The major points of discussion
are as follows: first, Hu viewed the poem series as one of the Confucian
classics. Second, among the ten commentaries Hu adopted for the poem series,
five of them have connections with Cai’s family. He deliberately omitted
Huang Gan & %% and He Ji’s fi]%& commentaries. This reflects Hu's viewpoints
on these poems. Third, Hu thinks that the structure of “Zhai Ju Gan Xing” is
identical with Doctrine of the Mean. The style he used in explaining the poem
series is also an imitation of what Zhu Xi used in his exegesis. This shows that
Hu’s imitation of Zhu Xi’s writings is a methodological reflection. Fourth, Hu
points out four central ideas in Zhu Xi’s poem series, namely clarification of
Confucian orthodoxy, opposition to heresy, rectification of the human heart,
and abolishment of superficial learning. However, in Hu’s discussion, he takes
on a more critical attitude towards Daoism. He interprets the concept of “heart”
that exists in “Zhai Ju Gan Xing” from the viewpoint of original mind.

Moreover, Hu states that school education and imperial education would have

* Chen-tao Shih is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Tsing Hua

University in Taiwan.
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a positive influence on the development of Confucianism, whereas Zhu Xi
views them as superficial learning and believes they should be abolished. This

further shows that Hu’s views are not exactly the same as Zhu Xi’s.

Keywords: Hu Bingwen S0/, Gan Xing Shi Tong /EELFEE, Zhu Xi K=,
Yuan dynasty, Zhu Xi school



