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A Research on “Gushu” and the
Collation of “Gushu” in Zhoulizhu

Liu, Wen-Ching”

Abstract

Compared with its opposite—"“Jinshu,” "Gushu" is a scholium terminology
exclusively used in Zhoulizhu. The two terminologies were mostly distinguished by
whether “Guwen” (ancient text) or “Jinwen” (current text) are used in the texts, or,
whether books were stored in Mifu (secret library). However, most of later scholars
have disagreed with this statement. Instead, they have usually inferred that "Gushu"
could be considered the version which Du Zichun, Zheng Xing and Zheng Zhong
referred to. "Jinshu," however, was a popular version of Zhouli which Zheng Xuan
viewed as a reference.

Which edition Zheng Xuan referred to when he was collating Zhouli? There are
controversial opinions among scholars. In this article, the statement of Yang Tianyu
is adopted. For the reason that a quote “different words are used in Gushu” is stated
in Zhu, we may suggest that the edition Zhu referred to shall be "Jinshu.” The article
therefore concludes that Zheng Xuan basically took "Jinshu" as a reference and
"Gushu" as an auxiliary.

Nevertheless, why are the achievements of collation in Zhoulizhu based on
"Jinshu" rather than "GuShu? And why do they contrast with the achievements of
collation in Yilizhu and Lijizhu? According to a particular phenomenon that two
different texts were used separately in Jing and Zhu throughout Zhoulizhu, this article
aims to suggest that Zheng Xuan didn’t completely rely on "Jinshu." However, based
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on his reliance on "Jinshu" in Jing, it is suggested that Zheng Xuan may never read
"Gushu." All the texts named "Gushu" in Zhu by Zheng Xuan were all cited from
past annotations. Hence, the collation by Zheng was thus based on "Jinshu," which
led to the result that he referred to it carefully without revising a single word.

Lastly, there is also a question concerning about the collator of Jing. It is
suggested to be neither Du Zichun, Zheng Xing, Zheng Zhong, nor even Zheng

Xuan, but is assumed to be the editor of "Jinshu," .

Keywords: Zhoulizhu, Gushu, Zheng Xuan, Du Zichun, Zheng Zhong
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