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The Construction and Writing of
Official Pavilion in the Tang Dynasty

Tsao, Shu-Chuan™

Abstract

By reading the poems and prose of the Tang dynasty, this article finds lots of
narratives and lyricism of “ting” (pavilion) which were built by the local officers.
“Ting” mostly were located at the uncivilized territory. Some were built only on
small scale, and some were expanded. The public pavilions were different from the
literati’s private gardens. We can call them “guanting” (official pavilion). They were
the predecessors of the suburban landscape gardens, projecting the Confucian ideal
that joys shared with the people.

In view of public garden, this article tries to interpret the literature of “official
pavilion” in three aspects. Firstly, this article explains the establishment and
functions of the “official pavilion.” Secondly, the author makes an effort to introduce
the activities of constructing “ting” and explain the relationship between literati’s
career development and ting’s establishment. Thirdly, the writing strategies of
the writers will be analyzed. This article will contribute to the study of the garden
literature and history in the Tang dynasty.

Keywords: Guanting, Prose of ting, Tang dynasty, Public,

Suburban landscape garden
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