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Commentaries on the Transformation
and Development of Zhongyuan
Yinyun in Shen Jing’s Qu Studies

Li Huei-Mian™

Abstract

Zhou Deqing (1277-1365) edited Zhongyuan yinyun for the rhyming in
Chinese northern drama. Unexpectedly, the book has become the fundamental base
of the rthyming in Chinese southern drama since the Wanli period of the Ming. The
unexpectedness should be attributed to Shen Jing’s (1553-1610) powerful advocacy
that the creation of the southern drama adhered to the rhyming rules from Zhongyuan
yinyun, which is considered important issue in the history of Chinese dramatic
phonology.

This article explores the commentaries in Selected Rhymes for the Southern
Melody and Revised Southern Jiugong Formularies of Arias, applying methods of
straight sound (zhi yin) and fanqie spelling into the song cycles in Shen’s “Discussion
on gqu” and into the lost text of Authentic Wu Edition. These methods elaborate the
transformation and development of Zhongyuan yinyun in Shen Jing’s qu studies. He
adopted the writing style of selected qu with commentaries from Zhongyuan yinyun
so as to use the pronunciations of the northern drama in the southern counterparts.
He later established the rules of qupai in the southern drama, systemized the
southern drama, and therefore impacted on qu commentary, qu score, qu thyme, and
qu theory.

Shen Jing advocated that the creation of the southern drama all followed
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Zhongyuan yinyun, although different commentaries from his on the relationship
between the southern and northern drama remained. We, however, should not ignore
that he inherited Zhou’s ideas of qu theory and thus ushered in later development
of qu that was facilitated by qu scholars including Wang Jide (1560 ? -1623), Feng
Menglong (1574-1646), and Shen Chongsui ( ? -1645 ? ). Shen played an essential
role in the history of southern dramatic phonology as he raised critical issues in
Chinese drama such as taking Zhongyuan yinyun as a model of the southern drama,
following the rules of entering tone in Hong Wu Dictionary of Standard Rhymes,
clarifying the differences between level tone and rising tone, and replacing level
tones by entering tones.

Keywords: Shen Jing, Selected Rhymes for the Southern Melody,
Revised Southern Jiugong Formularies of Arias,
Zhongyuan yinyun, Zhongzhou yinyun
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