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On the Forms and Rhetoric of the
Qinghua Bamboo Slip Yuegong qishi

Tsai, Ying-Ying"

Abstract

Focusing on the forms and rhetoric of the Qinghua bamboo slip Yuegong qishi,
this article conducts a comparative research between the Yuegong gishi and the
transmitted texts such as Guoyu and Zuozhuan, and thereby proposes a reflective
thinking of early Chinese historical writing.

By reviewing the former research, this article points out that the special form of
the Yuegong qishi aroused a question about the typology of early Chinese historical
writing which traditionally divided into “record of events”’and “record of speeches.”
Moreover, the most distinguish and controversial features of this newly discovered
text are the dialogues made by the king of Wu state and his minister Shenxu. Their
speech represented a humble, cautious image that is different from the transmitted
texts.

This article firstly observes the structure of the Yuegong gishi. Although
chapters 1, 2, 3, and 11 are speeches of the kings and ministers of Wu and Yue
in contrast with the rest chapters 4 to 10 mainly narrated the events of the “five
policies of Yuegong,” these two forms of records were well organized and logically
combined into a compact historical narrative. This structural feature indicates a clear
consciousness of historical form as well as an overall writing strategy beyond single
anecdote.

Secondly, compared with the transmitted texts, the rhetoric of speeches in the
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Yuegong qishi shows the similarity in diplomatic parlance, and the difference in the
sense of morality. Moreover, the “appropriation of phrases” reveals the circulation of
“Wu-Yue story” and its various adoption in different texts. These rhetorical features
thus form the different image of the king of Wu state and his minister Shenxu.

In sum, the Yuegong gishi shows the clear intention of combining different
genres in historical writing, as well as demonstrates the rhetorical diversity which
indicates the dissemination of Wu-Yue anecdotes in early China.

Keywords: Yuegong qishi, genre, rhetoric, narrative, speech
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