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From Traditions of Ascension to Pure
Land’s Belief: The Original Source
and Relevant Issues on Pure Land’s

Belief of Amitabha Buddha

Law, Ling-Pei”

Abstract

The essence of Pure Land’s Belief is concerned with the bodhisattva’s “purifying
of the land and enlightening the mortals”, with the bodhisattva as the liberator and
the mortals who are liberated. The doctrines of Pure Land’s Belief encourage all
bodhisattvas to fulfill the Great Act and Great Will of Amitabha Buddha. However,
those who seek the Pure Land have become attached to the practice of faith instead
of the faith itself. It is for this reason that Amitabha Buddha’s Pure Land Dharma is
highly influential in Chinese Buddhism. The focus of this article is on the origin and
development of Pure Land’s Belief as a conception of paradise in the afterlife, rather
than descriptions of the bodhisattva's will and action. Through exploring the cultural
interactions between Buddhism and Brahmanism, specifically on the evolution and
development of the idea of “the way of ascension”, this thesis will discuss how “the
way of ascension” finally became the Pure Land’s Belief in Buddhism. Starting
from its emergence to the relevant studies among different Buddhist schools, the
thesis will explore the possible factors of how the practice of Amitabha Buddha’s
Pure Land is prevailing in Mahayana Buddhism from the perspective of cultural
interaction and religious competition.

Keywords: pure land, Amitabha Buddha, West pure land, Tusita heaven, ascension
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