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Poetic Imagination on Boat: Study on
Lu You’s Hermit-Fisherman Writing

Chung, Shiao-Feng"

Abstract

Those fishermen, called hermits, had a long tradition in history and became an
important literary symbol in literature. During the Southern Song dynasty, works
centered on the concept of "hermit-fisherman" were particularly prosperous and
popularized in Zhé-dong areas. Lu You had lived for a long time on the lakes and
rivers in this area; he yearned for this cultural tradition and wrote a lot of poetry
based on the hermit-fisherman culture. Therefore, hermit-fisherman writing became
an important part of his creation. This article first researches on the tradition of hermit-
fishermen by analyzing Lu You's works. Section two investigates and analyzes the
image of hermit-fisherman that Lu You enjoyed that riding a boat to and from lakes
and rivers. Section three conducts an analysis from the perspective of the writing
about fishing and fisherman. Finally, we can have a deeper understanding of the
relationship and interaction between the hermit-fisherman culture and fishing writing

on Lu You’s poetry.

Keywords: Lu You, hermit-fisherman writing, the hermit on lake,
the Southern Song dynasty

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University.
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