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The Modern Problems and Solutions
of Mencius' Thought of Humane
Government—A Case Study of
Song and Teng States

Hsu, Yu-Chia®

Abstract

According to Mencius’ practical experiences of humane government in the
Song and Teng states, this study investigates the relationship between "kingship
government"(wang zheng) and "humane government"(ren zheng). Following
the investigation, this study claims that "kingship government" is equivalent to
"humane government." Furthermore, this article proposes two ideas for resolving
the modern problems of Mencius’ thought on humane government. The first idea is
to "problematize" modern Western rationalism by employing Western rationalism as
an external reference. The second idea is to "emphasize" modern Chinese political
thought by communicating the thought of ancient and modern China. In conclusion,
Mencius' thought of humane government is a value system that pursues happiness or
ultimate goodness and is a new evaluation method about the recognition of modern

politics.

Keywords: Mencius, humane government, kingship government,
political authority, recognition of modern politics
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