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A Study of Wang Guo-wei’s Qiilu

Liang, Shuai”

Abstract

Qtilu is the first monograph written by Wang Guo-wei (1877-1927) after he
began the study of Chinese opera, and is of great significance in the development
of modern opera’s catalogue. It is Wang’s mission to improve the status of opera in
Chinese literature since he started to study opera, which not only made his study of
opera have some literature-centered characteristics, but also prompted him to try to
construct the discourse system of Chinese classical opera. In order to achieve this
goal, Wang combined the history of traditional Chinese opera and the interpretations
of artistic features, and conceals them beneath the compilation and argumentation
system of Qrilu. From the first edition to final draft, Wang Guo-wei has done a series
of text reconstruction work, such as expanding the scope of description, replacing
the reference text, adjusting the order of writers, and enriching the detailed catalogue
and bibliography, etc. Based on these works, Qiilu has been naturally presented
as an objective and serialized history of Chinese classical opera. Qiilu has a close
relationship with Wang Guo-wei’ s study of Ci, especially his explanation of the
“ideorealm” which has become the theoretical fulcrum of Quilu’s discussion on the
aesthetic taste of classical opera. Qiilu has great academic significance in Wang Guo-
wei’s study on Ci and Qii, and also affected the development of Chinese classical
opera’s catalogue in the period of Republic of China. The comment, supplement and
continuation of Qiilu as important phenomena during this period also accelerate the
classicalization of Quilu.

Keywords: Qiilu, “Beneficial to Chinese Literature”, compilation, ideorealm,
history of reception
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