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Historical and Poetic Consciousness
in an Age of Turmoil: Huang Deshi’s
and Tai Jingnong’s Writings of
Literary History

Mei, Chia-Ling”

Abstract

Literary history, with the rise of modern educational system, emerges as a
new mode of writing. Though literary history was originally written to facilitate
teaching, the cultural politics and personal feelings that stand behind it become
more and more complex along the notions of “literature” and “literary ‘history’”
that get increasingly clear. What literary history touches on is not only the dialogue
between literature and history but the multi-faceted encounter among the zeitgeist,
educational system, political environment, and personal background. It is therefore
noteworthy that, similarly finished around the 1940s and influenced by Hippolyte
Adolphe Taine’s approach to literary criticism, Huang Deshi’s History of Taiwan
Literature and Tai Jingnong’s History of Chinese Literature have what commonality
and particularity to share with each other. This article intends to weigh in the
aforementioned problematic from the perspective of Japan’s acceptance of Taine’s
three principle motives, exploring: Why did Huang re-conceptualize Taine’s theory
by emphasizing the role of history? How does this adjustment inspire our re-
reading of Huang’s History of Taiwan Literature? What does it drive Tai to propose
“Methodology of the History of Chinese Literature”? Tracing the genealogy of

* Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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History of Chinese Literature since the late Qing, how shall we position Tai’s writing
of literary history? Most importantly, if historical and poetic consciousness are the
two core values of Chinese traditional historiography and literary writing, how do
Huang’s and Tai’s writings of literary history break through the historical constraints
of Taine’s discourse?

Keywords: historical consciousness, poetic consciousness, Huang Deshi,
Tai Jingnong, literary history
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