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The Reconstruction of the *o,*a
Vowel Final Categories in
Old Chinese Phonology

Lee, Chun-Chih”

Abstract

Qieyun thymes order is the reflex of the similarity in sound, such as Jia ( {£)
Jie (&) Guai (), Ge (#) Jia (f£) Ma (Jifi) , Yang ([5) Tang (JF) ,
Yuan ( 5¢ ) Hun ( #f ) Hen ( J§ ), Shan ( {ffl ) Shan ( 1IJ ) Xijan ( 4% )
Xian( I ), Han( £ ) Huan( #2 ), Xian( {l[] ) Xuan (& ) , and Tan (E£) Tan (3£) ,
all these rhymes being classified as *o,*a vowel final categories. According to
Qieyun thymes order, and concerning the relationship between the Qieyun language
and modern Chinese dialects, the most obvious phonological phenomenon of the
Gan (%%) , Hakka (&%) and Jin (%) dialects compared to the rest of the other
dialects is having a low back rounded vowel in Grade I rhyme; likewise, there is also
a front low opened vowel in Grade II rhyme. Therefore, based on the literature and
dialect colloquial readings, I have reconstructed *o,*a vowel final categories in old
Chinese phonology. These finals form the following contrastive patterns:
*-0, *-0k, *-on  *-io, *-iok, *-ion;
*_.a, *_ak, *-an / *-ia, *-iak, *-ian;
*_0i, *-ot, *-on  *-ioi, *-iot, *-ion;
*_ai, *-at, *-an / *-iai, *-iat, *-ian;
*_op, *-om / *-iop, *-iom;

*_ap, *-am / *-iap, *-iam;

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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*_ou, *-iou / **-ouk, **-iouk > *-ok, *-iok;

*_gu, *-jau " **-auk, **-iauk > *-ak, *-iak

Keywords: Qieyun rhyme, vowel pattern, *o,*a vowel final categories,
Pre-Qieyun, old Chinese phonology
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o MOBE - TobsE s (EUEFEE A8V SE)  (Reconstruction of Old Chinese
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2014. Old Chinese: a new reconstruction. Oxford University Press.
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Ts’ie-yun language. ; (1954 : 216) (U7 = LhE e AV R SR RIIEE B ERE )T = TR H
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For the present, at least, it is best to consider the various Old Chinese
reconstructions which have been proposed as convenient but highly
hypothetical phonological summaries of what is known of Old Chinese from
the sources described above. Different reconstructions can only be judged on
the basis of how consistently and simply they summarize these data. (1988:48)
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1" 22 B Norman, Jerry. Chinese. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988.
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*F 7 CEFEEESE) - U PEIEERIER TR - 1985 4F -
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FHE - (FEHRESE ARUEE TS aa L EETsE) - I ¢ iEgEn
Z8H > 2014 4F -

FHE (SRR RIRE = Pl R B ERE T S BRI SR ST ) - T
BRI XSG - (EGESLMmATEEMIE) - Jbe SIS
2008 4F -

IR RETEREE (B2 AEE2HE © CEEETMH) » I - 55U
JiHE 2003 4F -

A % (GEERE BRI RBRNCIERS) o JEN RIS
2008 4F -

FI7RE (C(UIBR) o HUZRIR) 0 (PR SREE S ST 53
AEE 14y (1931 4F) « DOI:10.6355/BIHPAS.193108.0001

Fo5kE s (EEEWIE) o OF%ESH) HroE&E 1 2aH (1971 4F) -

* BJRE 0 (R EIAYE) 0 BT REESENEEE 0 1980 4F -

BHEE  (GREO—aEMEZ—) » (PRARERE RS E
HI) 2B 5545 197 (1984 4F) -

& (FRTSMENSEER) > (55) 1983 FE 11 -

A (UBHEZR) o JbnT - BERHARE 0 1956 4F

* SR

Cori A stRARER) - 2101 BCFF - 2010 4 -

JoRE L 0 (EEELR) - JUe - PEER 0 1985 F -

* FETHE -
* JEHR
FEHRR -
SR -

HRF 75 45
TRIEE

(fEEg) > b - hEEFF > 1966 4F -
(FARBESEGF) by hEEF > 1983 F -

(FtHEEE S e ) » Jbo  PETSENEEE » 2001 4F -
(EEREEEERBT 2%0ESE) > (HEEMZE) 1999
A4

D CEREAETTERE) o b - PR ERERHARE > 2010 4 -
 SREIEE - OEFEEEELmSCE) o ZEIL B&HREEAE
1987 4 o
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sRHE - AWRHESR © (FiE LhEER) > 2L =ZRER 1 1973 4 -
®* 5T ((UIRR) Bi5E) - ZIL - EEREBEIEEE » 1990 4F -
T (FEE SRR (WETHO ) - 210 mEEE RO ERAE
2016 4 -
*RET T (CEFEEEHEE
TEENEEE » 2019 4 -
T L (MU PSR T TS HEE) - (FEESE) 533 #
(1986 &) - DOI:10.30406/JCA.198606(33).0003
®GRETF L (Em | ERAETS ) RAHRARTRE) - (GESWIIE) 52785 1 HA (2007
FIH) -
T (GEEHVESENE) o CEEEESH) 558 (2011 F 12 H) -
T (EHEEUEE—RUA P —HEFELR) 0 (GEEEmw)
508 (201412 ) -
s MR CESEEHRSETHY A SR )  (Dialect Variations in Chinese Historical
Phonology ) » (LTl LEESHIEFTEET]) 55 46 K55 4 7
(1975 ) -
Koz (EARE - EBERE - £ FOTERANEE T E A BT E R
EER  TEBAER— RS —) o (HEPATEREE
B ((hEREERR) ) 2004 5 HY

SRS P ) - W 2B

B (il TR FEREERE) o (BESUZE) 1981 4EEE 28 o
*EERE 0 (EEEFERRE) o =100 PRSP - TR

e sSesE S WA B FIR i —F— > 1944 = > 1997 FERENTLAR
[Fff - CEEEFEREL) > 240 SO AL > 1968 4F - 1985 5 /WA °

4
T

|

af

EFERR: (EEREGSRE) > (TRIERELESVFRRETD) 5 134
(1948 49 A ) - DOI:10.6355/BIHPAS.194801.0001

WA REEET - (MERRRNSS) - (REEHIE) 1999 55 25 -

FREES: ¢ (BB IETA (FIEBMEAUIER) VER) -~ (RITEHIT) 2009
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geEryy - (BdrER) - BB EBEE MG > 2013 4 -
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B - (FRZEESTEEZE) - 210 0 I EE REPEIEE
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FREGER ) o 210 0 PO TEheEE S 25T 0 2005 4 -

(f%) HELIER (Yakhontov, Sergey E.) & - E{ER ~ tHSEET 5L © (V£
SeEmeE) o 05T JDRURERHIREE - 1986 4 -

(%) WrEszgii<e (Starostin, Sergei A.) & » MREME « FhsE @ (HUESE
= L MUHE#EE)  (Reconstruction of Old Chinese Phonology. 1989) >
B EEEE TG > 2010 £

(Fidt ) =A% (Karlgren, Bernhard ) % - TE ~ #EFEL - PGS (F
BUEEREEMZE)  (1915-1926) - LA © BEFFENEEE » 1994 4 -
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