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One Side of Zhu’s and Lu's Arguments
in the Early Qing: A Discussion of
Wang Mao Hong’s Writing on the

Goose Lake Meeting in Zhuzi Nianpu

Tien, Fu-Mei*

Abstract

In the history of researching the Neo-Confucianism, the argument about the
similarities and differences between Zhu Xi’s and Lu Jiuyuan's scholarship is always
one of the topics that the researchers cannot avoid. After Goose Lake meeting,
the Confucians constantly discussed the theories of and similarity and difference
between Zhu and Lu from Yuan, Ming to early Qing dynasty, and thus different
schools were successively constructed. Various literatures, analysis and books
showed the debates of the Confucians in the academic climate at the time and with
their complicated consciousness of personal studying experience. Zhuzi nianpu)
by Wang Mao Hong in the Qing is the important result to discuss similarity and
difference between Zhu and Lu by exploring historic materials. Wang attempted to
construct reliable record of theory of Zhuzi by chronicle. Goose Lake meeting as
the start of the debate is seemingly the chronicle materials. In fact, the elimination,
selection and complement of Zhuzi nianpu (hereafter Chronicle) implies the setting
of the image of Zhuzi and academic concern of debate on similarity and difference
between Zhu and Lu. This article analyzes the purpose of writing Zhuzi nianpu. The
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author argues that in order to clarify his theory, Wang criticized Li Mo’s Chronicle of
Ziyang Wengong ziansheng regarding his “intentionally deleting” old chronicle due
to the perspective of honoring Lu and thus degrading Zhu. In addition, this article
generalizes the writing of Goose Lake meeting in Chronicle and compares historic
materials in Chronicle with Xiangshan chronicle and related literatures. It shows how
Wang constructed authentic Confucianism in terms of deletion and complements of
Chronicle, Zhuzi image, and his lecture and explanations of text meaning. Finally,
according to the previous analysis, it argues the significance of Goose Lake meeting
depicted in Wang’s Chronicle about the debate on similarity and difference between

Zhu and Lu in the Qing dynasty.

Keywords: the similarities and differences between Zhu and Lu,
Wang Mao Hong, Zhuzi nianpu, the Goose Lake meeting,
Neo-Confucianism of the Qing dynasty
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