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Retrospective on the Hong Kong
—Taiwan Cinematic Nexus before
the Establishment of the MP&GI

Studio within the Backdrop of
Cold War Geopolitics

Mak, Yan-Yan Grace”

Abstract

The 1950s was a turning point for the Hong Kong film industry. The ideological
struggles between the left and right camps reached a peak during 1950-1956 that
directly affected the Hong Kong film industry. From the establishment of the
International Film Distributors Agency in Hong Kong, Loke Wan To found himself
caught up in the turmoil between the left and right camps. This article focuses on the
background of Loke's MP&GI studio Studio during the early 1950s as it developed
the Taiwanese film distribution market. The Hong Kong rightist filmmakers faced
political hurdles from Taiwan's government during the Cold War era. The changes
from Zhang Shankun and Li Zuyong to Loke Wan To, from Yung Hwa Motion
Picture Studio and Xinhua to MP&GI Studio pose the question of how the Cold
War environment impacted the existence of the Hong Kong right-wing filmmakers.
This article delves into the role that the "Hong Kong and Kowloon Filmmakers Free
General Association Limited" played as a bridge between Hong Kong and Taiwan
filmmakers under the leadership of Zhang Shankun. This article starts from the
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perspective of cultural history on three films, The dawn of China s revolution (1953),
The 72 martyrs of Canton (1954), and Journey to Kwan Shan (1956), focusing on
the analysis of how geopolitical factors influence the development of the Hong Kong
film industry during 1952 to 1956. By analyzing and collecting historical materials
related to the context of Hong Kong and Taiwan’s films, this article will shed light
on our understanding of the early development of the MP&GI Studio's Hong Kong -
Taiwan cinematic nexus. We will also explore the Taiwanese government's role and

impact on Hong Kong’s right-wing film industry during the Cold War period.

Keywords: Cold War, Hong Kong and Kowloon Filmmakers Free General
Association Ltd., MP&G, Zhang Shankun,
Yung Hwa Motion Picture Studio
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